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“Adam, Where Art Thou?” 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


66 A DAM, where art thou?” 
Thus again, again, 
The voice of God is calling 
Unto sinful men. 


Adam in a garden, 
Long and long ago, 
Hid himself, affrighted, 
Lest the Lord should know. 


He was naked, guilty, 
Sin’s stamp on his brow. 
Then God’s voice came calling, 
“Adam, where art thou?” 


Would the Lord forsake him, 
Wandering and lost? 

Oh, the love which sought him, 
Counting not the cost! 


Since, through long dark ages, 
: Man has fied from God, 
Filed as from a tyrant 

With a whip and rod, 


Yet His voice is calling, 
“Come thou unto Me, 

For behold, I offer 
Pardon full and free !” 


Let Him find thee, save thee. 
Listen to Him now; 

Still His voice is calling, 
“Adam, where art thou?” 


Time and Prayer 

After prayer, time may be the only 
other element in the solution of a prob- 
lem. We have given it our best thought, 
and have laid it before God in earnest 
prayer, asking Him to give wisdom. But 


the answer does not come, and we begin 
to grow impatient and anxious. It is 
then that we need to realize that God 
generally takes time to accomplish His 
purposes. Time means the passing of 
sixty seconds every minute, sixty min- 
utes every hour, twenty-four hours 
every day, and seven days every week — 
neither more nor less. Watch the sec- 
ond hand on an electric clock and see 
how steadily and quietly it moves around 
the clock face, never delaying, never 
hurrying. So it is with God’s work. 
There was a very significant sentence in 
a recent letter to the Editor from Pas- 
tor William McCarrell of the Cicero 
(ill.) Bible Church. He wrote, “You 
know that time, watered by prayer, often 
clarifies situations and heals problems.” 
We are likely to forget this, under stress, 


and almost to demand that God do some. 
thing at once. But we can never know 
all that is involved in the solution of 
a difficult problem, nor how it may affect 
other people, and we may be certain 
that God has a wise purpose in what 
seems to us like delay. Perhaps it is 
found in this truth spoken by Isaiah: 
“Therefore will the Lord wait, that he 
may be gracious unto you, and there- 
fore will he be exalted, that he may have 
mercy upon you: for the Lord is a God 
of judgment: blessed are all they that 
wait for him” (30:18). If we really be- 
lieve with the Psalmist that “my times 
are in thy hand,” let us allow them to 
rest quietly in that safe place. “Wait 
on the Lord: be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, 
on the Lord” (Psa. 27:14). 


x 


The Times’ Lesson Plans 


prayerful consideration of all the 

factors involved in the Sunday 
school lesson problem, the Directors 
have decided that THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Tres should continue to publish its 
regular articles on the International 
Uniform Lessons. It is out of the ques- 
tion to publish helps on three series of 
lessons. The Times believes it was mis- 
taken in its decision made and an- 
nounceé last fall to discontinue helps on 
the International Uniform Lessons. It 
is therefore reversing its announced 
plans for 1948, and intends next year, 
God willing, to publish helps on the In- 
ternational Uniform Lessons exclusively. 
This means that it will not be publish- 
ing articles on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday school lessons, issued 
by the American Council of Christian 
Churches, or on the Uniform Bible Les- 
son Series, to be issued by the National 
Sunday School Association. The Tres 
greatly regrets the necessity of thus dis- 
appointing its friends in both the Ameri- 


i FTER many months of careful and 





Comfort for Dark Days 








“Thou calledst in trouble, and I 
delivered thee; ... I am the Lord 
thy God” (Psa. 81:7a, 10a). 

















can Council and the National Sunday 
School Association. It appreciates the 
willingness of the American Council to 
let the Trmes have its outlines free of 
any royalty, and plans to continue its 
series of helps on their lessons through 
this year. It has already given infor- 
mation several times concerning the 
series of quarterlies issued by the Amer- 
ican Council, and will gladly do so again 
in correspondence when requests for 
such information are received. The 
Times plans also to publish information 
concerning the cycle of Uniform Bible 
Lessons to begin in 1948 under the 
auspices of the National Sunday School 
Association. 

The Trmes believes it has a very real 
and important ministry in supplying 
sound lesson helps to those thousands of 
superintendents, teachers, and scholars 
in Sunday schools throughout the United 
States and Canada, and in other coun- 
tries, whose leaders either will not or 
cannot at present change over from the 
International ‘Uniform Lessons to one of 
the new systems. It is clear that there 
are many thousands of people who de- 
pend on the Tres for their teaching 
material, among whom are a great many 
who have been taking it for twenty, 
thirty, or forty years, and some even 
longer. 


A great many readers and the staff of 
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Tue Sunpay Scnoot Times have earnestly 
hoped and prayed that the American 
Council of Christian Churches .and the 
National Sunday School Association 
might find some means of uniting on 
the preparation and publication of one 
series of uniform lessons that would be 
thoroughly satisfactory to the Bible-be- 
lieving Christian people throughout the 
country. Several efforts have been made 
toward this end, beginning with a meet- 
ing of independent publishers of lesson 
helps on June 6, 1944, in Cleveland, 
Ohio. The latest step toward one such 
series of lessons was the Overture sent 
on January 17 of this year by the 


National Sunday School Association to. 


the American: Council of Christian 
Churches. This Overture was given full 
consideration by the American Council 
at its annual meeting in Cleveland, April 
17-20. But the proposal was declined, 
as the American Council holds con- 
scientiously that it cannot co-operate on 
such a series of lessons with the National 
Sunday School Association, which is af- 
filiated with the National Association of 
Evangelicals. (The full text of the state- 
ment issued by the American Council on 
this Overture is given on page 613 of 
this issue.) 

After the Trmvwes: had made its an- 
nouncement last fall, a large number of 
unsolicited letters was received from 
readers who expressed approval of the 
plan to publish the American Council 
lessons this year, and abandon the Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons next year and 
publish helps on the two new series of 
lessons. But a larger. number, un- 
solicited, was received from readers, and 
several hundred from the Trves Club 
Secretaries in answer to a questionnaire, 
showing strong disapproval, and ear- 
nestly requesting the Tumes to continue 
publishing its helps on the International 
Uniform Lessons. Letters of the latter 
type have predominated, and continue to 
come to the Times. Extracts from a few 
of these, among whick are some very 
recent ones, are given herewith: 

I am just wondering if you have 
lately considered the possibility of 
continuing to carry the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons after 
this year. 

There are 
area who “s 
ScHoo. Times in preparing their 
weekly lesson. Many will, of course, 
cease to subscribe when this lesson is 
no longer carried. They take the 
magazine now in order to get your 
notes, illustrations, and other helpful 
data on the lesson. 

Then, they read the other pages of 
your per, which contain such ex- 
cellent material. I have often tried 

visualize your doctrinally sound 
magazine mak its way into homes 
throughout the United States where 
li ism has started to creep in, and 
denouncing in no uncertain voice some 
of the teachings being set forth by 
such leaders. y eternity will re- 
veal the effect such a magazine has 
had in these days of apostasy in such 
homes throughout America. 
When Tae Sunpay Schoo. Tres 
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Safeguarding the Ministry of 
The Sunday School Times 


OR the last few years the 

cost of producing Tue Sunpay 
Scnoo. Trmes every week has 
been constantly mounting. The 
following figures will show the 
increases by percentage in certain 
items of expense since 1942: 


‘Newsprint (paper) .76.92% higher 


Offset paper for the / 
RA rs. 70.00% “ 

| RRP ies i, 30.77% “ 

MEE «cs vcaspncatuat 4347% “ 

Other Items ........ 30.00% “ 


The proper relationship between 
expenses and income has not been 
maintained. A careful study of the 
whole problem has convinced the 
Board of Directors that the time 
has come when we must ask our 
readers to help us meet the rising 
costs. 


Many other periodicals, secular 
and religious, have already raised 
their subscription rates, but THe 
Sunpay Scuoot Times has main- 
tained the same rate since 1934. 


A yery slight increase in the 
subscription rates — twenty-five 
cents a year on each subscrip- 
tion, or only one-half cent a week, 
from each subscriber will enable 
the Tmves to meet the require- 
ments of the business, and to make 
necessary adjustments in the sal- 
aries of the employees, to meet the 
increased cost of living. In terms 
of subscriptions, the new rates will 
be as follows: 


Single subscriptions: 


SS RR ee $2.50 per year 

RES a) & 

RY —-- 6 
Clubs of five or more: 

ON Na ye oF oo RE! —- & 

RP a Bee ao” 

Foreign ......... ——- 


These new rates will take effect 
on August 1, 

The widespread ministry of THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Tomes has been 
wonderfully maintained through 
more than eighty-eight years by 
the ‘grace of Gad and the loyalty 
of its subscribers. The Manage- 
ment wishes to thank especially 
its Club Secretaries, and also its 
readers for their continued help, 

- and express its confidence that 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times family 
will help it to meet this present, 
increasing need. ° 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5 
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ceases to come to these hom for 
many it will mean that the ¢ Tay 
of light for the evangelical cause has 
-- out. I think that of all the major 

ominations, Southern Baptists as a 
whole are closer to the Book, but some 
of the other groups in the South — and 
the North—have long ago departed 
from the faith. Except for some 
teachers and individuals throughout 
some of these churches, the truth is 
just not heard. 


Many of these denominations will 
no doubt centinue to use the Uniform 
Lessons. If the teachers can be sup- 
ap with doctrinally sound literature 
n making their preparation, I am sure 
it will mean much for His glory. 


I am aware of the fact that the selec- 
tion of Scripture is often poor for these 
Uniform Lessons. I know and have 
often neard set forth many of the argu- 
ments against using these lessons. 


But regardless of all this, it is still 
the Word of God, and if prayerfully 
tou by a competent teacher who 
is able in handling the Word, it can 
be greatly blessed of Him. 


I know the cost to you would ‘be 
greater, but do you not think it wise 
to consider continuing the publication 
of notes on both of these lessons? 
believe most of your subscribers would 
be willing to have the cost of the mag- 
azine raised in order to cover this. You 
would certainly reach a lot of homes 
in this manner that will otherwise be 
unreached if the International Uniform 
Lessons are discontinued—A South 
Carolina pastor. 


I am writing you in reference to 
your proposed plan to eliminate from 
the in 1948 the International 
Lessons. 


My husband and I have long been 
subscribers to the Tuwes and have 
come to regard you as a true and faith. 
ful friend both in our personal Chris- 
tian lives and in our lives as Sunday 
school teachers. Therefore, your pro- 
pes pian came as quite a blow to us 

use it seemed to us so unlike the 
ne of the Times because of the ef- 
ect your plan will have upon us and 
the members of our denomination 
(many ywho subscribe to your paper). 

We are members of the Mennonite 
Brethren in Christ.Church, a compara- 
Orly small denomination,, yet one 
which, through the years, has consis- 
tently stood true to the whole Word of 
God. (It might be of interest to you 
to know that the Union Gospel Press 
was founded by W. B. Musselman, who 
was a presicing elder of our denomina- 
tion. The P for the most part, 
though conduc along undenomina- 
tio lines, is carried on by members 
of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ 
Church.) 

This denomination, along with many 
other fundamertal denom ations, has 
not felt led of the Lord to unite with 
any church council. We have felt, in 
regard to the International Lessons, 
that, while they, in some ways, leave 
much to be desired, yet, a Spirit-filled, 
earnest teacher can still give her 
pupils a comprehensive view of the 
whole Bible, can point the lost ‘to 
Christ, and feed the believers” Many 
of us have relied upon the good helps 
in the Tix4es for our teaching material. 
(Of course, we have other good helps 
but the Tres has — a place 
its own.)—-Pennsylvania. 


any, Slt ah ered oe thm! Ape Me 

our important announcement regard- 

oe the change in your policy with 
(Continued on page 612) 
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The Transmission of the Old Testament" 


How the Jews took great care to preserve the 
texts, through the centuries, with minute exactitude | 


By BASIL F. C. ATKINSON, M.A., Ph.D. 


N OUR last article we tried to answer 
the question: How did the Old Tes- 
tament arise? This week we shall 

try to answer the question: How has 
the Old Testament come down to us? 
Naturally we shall be anxious to know 
whether it has come down to us sub- 
stantially as it was originally written. 
Has anything been added to it in the 
course of the centuries which was not 
originally there? Has anything been 
lost from it? When we read our Bibles 
in English today, is the same meaning 
conveyed to us as the various Old Testa- 
ment writers under God's inspiration 
originally put into their books? Let us 
say at once that the! answer to these 
questions is, in some details, no; but 
substantially, 
Now let us see how we. arrive at this 
answer. 


The Sources of the King James Version 


The great English version of 1611, 
which we in England call the Author- 
ized Version and you in America know, 
I think, as the King James Version, was 
translated so far as the Old Testament 
is concerned from the original Hebrew. 
The original Hebrew available to the 
scholars who made this version was 
contained. in various manuscripts writ- 
ten on vellum scattered about the libra- 
ries of Europe. In considering the trans- 
mission of the Bible we must always 
bear in mind that the art of printing 
was not invented until the fifteenth cen- 
tury. A.D., so that every document that 
we possess that is older than the year 
1456 at the earliest has been transmitted 
to us by hand. There exist a great many 
more manuscripts of the Bible, or of 
parts of it, than of any other ancient 
document in the word, so that it is the 
best authenticated work that has ever 
come down to us. 


First then, what about the manuscripts 
of the original Hebrew Old Testament? 
For reasons that we shall touch upon 
later the Hebrew Old Testament was not 
preserved by Christians but by Jews. 
There is no Hebrew Old Testament 
manuscript in existence today which is 
earlier than the ninth century. A.D. Two 
or three of the oldest and most valuable 
are in Russia and there is one that may 
be nedrly as old in the University 
Library at Cambridge. Does this mean 
that there is a great gap between Old 
Testament days and the earliest known 
record of the Old Testament in the orig- 
inal language? — It does and it does not. 
In the early centuries of the. Christian 
Era the Jews developed a-high technique 


very substantially, yes.. 


“When ... we hold in our hands an 
intelligent and faithful translation 
of the Hebrew text of the Old Testa- 
ment, we may feel assured that 
we possess with only insignificant 
changes the very same Bible used, 
read, and treasured by our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” This, in his own 
words, is a sort of summary of this 
second article in the series by Dr. 
Atkinson, Under-Librarian at the 
University of Cambridge, Eng. The 
next two will deal with the New 
Testament. 








in the transcription of the Old Testa- 
ment text. Their reverence for its every 
letter was so profound that it was the 
custom of the copyist whenever he fin- 
ished copying an Old Testament Book 
to count all the letters in his original 
as well as in the copy he had made, and 
if he found the number to be different 
to tear up his work and start again. 
By these means the Jews preserved the 
text through the centuries with minute 
exactitude, and the reason why no older 
manuscripts exist today is because the 
newer ones had been proved to be exact 
copies of their originals, which were 
therefore no longer needed and were 
thrown away. 

The Jewish editors of the Hebrew 
Bible in the early Christian centuries 
were called Massoretes, and the text to 
be found in every Hebrew Bible today, 
always the same, is known as the Mas- 
soretic text. We can check this text by 
the great body of Rabbinic commentary 
called the Talmud, which goes back to 
about the sixth century A.D., and itself 
rests upon the Targums, which is the 
name for the commentaries and explana- 
tory notes made upon the Hebrew Bible 
in the Aramaic language. This language 
was spoken by the Jews from the time 
of the Babylonian exile when they drop- 
ped Hebrew and failed to understand it 
any longer. The Targums or Aramaic,ex- 
planatory notes had been made orally 
by the rabbis in the synagogues from 
before the Christian Era. There are 
probably allusions to some in the New 
Testament. Bu® they were not written 
down till the second century A.D. A 
large body of them is preserved, and this 
enables us to check the Massoretic text 
as far back as the second century. To 
all intents and purposes the Hebrew text 
has ‘not changed since the second cen- 
tury, and this means that it could have 
changed very little since the time of our 
Lord. When, therefore, we hold in our 
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, hands an intelligent and faithful trans- 
lation 6f* the Hebrew text of the Old 
Testament, we may feel assyred that we 


we 


POM) - ie Possess withpemty insignificant changes 


very same Bible used, read, and 
“sured ‘by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The manuscript texts of the Hebrew 
Bible were written upon vellum. This 
was the common material in the Middle 
Ages before the invention of paper. It 
consists of the skins of animals properly 
prepared and cut into large sheets, which 
were folded to form quires of the requi- 
site size. In the ancient world the com- 
mon ‘medium for writing books and all 
sorts of documents was papyrus, which 
consists of strips of the bark of the 
papyrus reed, which grew in abundance 
on the banks of the Nile, glued together 
transversely. The Jews had, however, 
used vellum for the transcription of the 
Old Testament since before the Christian 
Era. No doubt the “parchments” for 
which the Apostle Paul sent during his 
imprisonment (2 Tim. 4:13) were copies 
of*all or part of the Old Testament. 
By the eighth century A.D., the supplies 
of papyrus had run out (as the prophet 
Isaiah foretold would be the case, Isa. 
19:7), and the writing world was obliged 
to take entirely to the more expensive 
vellum. The only ink known to the an- 
cients, and until comparatively recent 
times, was like that now known to us 
as marking ink or record ink. Fortu- 
nately, ‘unlike our modern cheap, arti- 
ficial inks, it was practically indelible. 
The pen in medieval times was usually 
a quill. 


Before the Second Century A.D. 


We saw above that we are able to 
trace the text of the Hebrew Bible as 
far back as the second century A.D. 
What happened to the text of the vari- 
ous books before that, that is to say, 
in Old Testament and Inter-Testament 
times? Of course we. must not think 
of the whole Old Testament bound to- 
gether in the form in which we have it 
now. Each of the Books was written 
upon a separate roll of vellum, not along 
the length of the roll, but transversely 
in columns across it. The roll was kept 
wound up and tied round, wooden sticks 
being probably attached at either end. 
Anyone reading it unwound it bit by 
bit and rolled it up in the course of 
reading. Some of the larger Books were 
too long to be written on a single roll, 
and so were divided into two according 
to the length of the roll. This was the 
case with 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 
and 1 and 2 Chronicles. Kings in par- 
ticular is divided almost in the middle 
of a paragraph. The roll was the normal 
form of all Books until about the second 
century A.D., when it began to be re- 
placed by the codex, or book of the form 
we use now. 

It was during the long centuries of 
eopying by hand from roll to roll that 
little differences of text crept in. Those 
unfamiliar with the transmission of an- 
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cient documents are sometimes a little 
startled at the idea that any corruptions 
of text could have @ept into the Scrip- 
tures at all. As a matter of: fact, those 
who are familiar with such’ things have 
more reason to be startled at the provi- 
dential preservation of the text of the 
Bible, which is little short of miraculous. 
We must remember that God has never 
promised to ,preserve from generation 
to generation an infallible text and that 
inspiration does not extend to copying. 
Mistakes in copying are inevitable. If 
there are three members of a family 
reading this article, let them test this 
fact by all three copying it out inde- 
pendently by hand. When the three 
copies ‘and the printed ‘article are com- 
pared, it will be strange if all four are 
exactly identical. The wonderful thing 
about the: Bible is that all the copying 
which must have taken place has never 
succeeded in making the slightest dif- 
ference to any doctrine or in producing 
any really substantial change at all." 
Small variations often arose from the 
fact that certain letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet resemble each other very 
closely. One slip of the pen and the 
wrong letter is formed. But God has 
not left us without means of checking 
up on the Hebrew text, so that we can 
still be sure that we possess today sub- 
stantially the same Old Testament as it 
came from the hands of the various 
writers. The check lies in the ancient 
versions. One of. these versions is of 
supreme value for this purpose. It is 
the Greek version known at the Septua- 
gint, which was made at Alexandria, 
Egypt, for the benefit of the descendants 
of those Jews who had never returned 
from exile, who by the third century 
B.C. normally spoke Greek. A _ begin- 
ning was made with the Pentateuch. 
Probably a hundred years passed before 
the whole Old Testament was translated. 
The quality of the translation varies 
considerably. That of the Pentateuch 
is good. This Greek Bible became the 
Old Testament of the Christian Church 
in contrast to the Hebrew of the Jews. 
When Jews and Christians fell apart, 
the Jews rejected the Greek and clung 
to the Hebrew, so that the Hebrew text 
has been preserved only by the Jews. 
Now the Septuagint version differs in 
some places from the Hebrew text. 
There are three main reasons for this. 
Firstly, the translaters sometimes mis- 
understood the Hebrew they were try- 
ing to translate. The second reason is 
one which we must try to follow closely 
in order to understand. It is this. The 
Hebrew alphabet is consonantal. Only 
consonants were written down. This 
made the text almost into a cryptogram, 
and in many places made more than one 
meaning of quite a different kind pos- 
_ sible for a passage without any altera- 
tion of the inspired text. My name writ- 
ten in this way would be TKNSN. If 
you did not know what it was, I think 
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you might make several guesses. Take 
the English letters GT. They might 
read get, got, goat, gut. If you had be- 
fore you a passage in which the correct 
reading was get and you found that 
someone in translating the passage into 
French had said something about a goat, 
you would at once know what had hap- 
pened. He had misinterpreted the let- 
ters GT. Add to this the fact that words 
were not generally divided off by spaces 
and you can see what opportunities for 
confusion arise. This misreading of the 
Hebrew text extends to all versions and 
to the Massoretic text itself. But we 
can see how this involves misinterpreta- 
tion of the text, not its corruption. The 
inspired text is there at bottom all the 
time. 

The third reason for the differences 
between the Septuagint and Hebrew — 
which, after all, are not altogether very 
many —is that sometimes they had a 
different Hebrew text before them from 
the Massoretic. Sometimes we can see 
from their rendering that they had the 
right text in a passage where the Mas- 
soretic has become corrupted. This is 
not generally the case. The Massoretic 
is generally right against the Septuagint 
if they differ. Occasionally, however, 
we can make a correction in the Mas- 
soretic text from the Septuagint render- 
ing. Thus the Septuagint checks our 
Hebrew text back to the third century 
B.C., when we find it still substantially 
the same, though with a few more minor 
differences than it had at the beginning 
of the Christiah Era. And this is not 
so very long after the time of Nehemiah. 

For the Pentateuch we have an earlier 
check still. This is the Samaritan Penta- 
teuch. At Nablus, the Samaritan cen- 
ter in Palestine, there is a very ancient 
copy of this recension which some sup- 
pose may date from the early centuries 
of the Christian Era. We do not know 
the circumstances in which the Samari- 
tans obtained the Pentateuch. The lib- 
eral critics are obliged to put the date 
as late as the time of Nehemiah because 
they do not believe that the Pentateuch 
as a whole existed before then. This 
exposes their theories to devastating 
criticism from men of common sense, be- 
cause no one could believe that the 
Samaritans would accept the gift of a 
Bible from their bitter enemies. And if 
théy did, why did they stop short of the 
prophets? No. The obvious time for 
their taking over the Pentateuch is that 


described in 2 Kings 17:24-41, that is to, 


say, the eighth century B.C. 

The Samaritan recension can never 
have been influenced by the pre-Mas- 
soretic or Massoretic texts because ef 
the enmity and*lack of intercourse be- 
tween the Samaritans and Jews. It 
therefore provides an independent check 
on the Pentateuch going back to the 
eighth century B.C., or even if the late 
date is insisted on, to the fifth. We find 
the text to be substantially the same. 
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We thus have three witnesses for the 
text of the Pentateuch: the Massoretic, 
the Samaritan, and Septuagint. The 
Samaritan agrees sometimes with the 
Massoretic and sometimes with the Sep- 
tuagint, so that in most if not all cases 
of difference— always remember that 
the differences are very slight and 
would often be unnoticed by the ordi- 
nary reader—we have a majority of 
two against one, and it is generally safe 
to conclude that the majority reading 
is the correct reading. 


Thus We may trace our Old Testament 
back into the heart of the times in which 
it was being written among the Jews, 
and we find that the evidence leads us 
to the conclusion that God has provi- 
dentially preserved this large collection 
of writings. through the vicissitudes of 
transcription, so that we possess today, 
without substantial alteration, the older 
and longer portion of the revealed Word 
of God. 


(To be continued) 


The Times’ Lesson Plans 
(Continued from second page) 


the Sunday school helps. Perhaps I 
am wrong, but, it seems to me that 
there are a great many teachers who 
have to use the International Uniform 
Lessons because those who plan the 
olicy of their schools will not change. 
ese teachers are looking to 

S.S.T. for good sound helps. This is 
the case with almost all of my twenty- 
four subscribers. Unless some radical 
change is made by the church boards 
of the individual churches, regarding 
the helps used, none of these teachers 
will wish to continue my club... . 
I do greatly appreciate SUNDAY 
ScHoo. TIMEs and don’t believe I could 
carry on my ministry without your 
spiritual assistance. May the rd 
continue to bless you and those asso- 
ciated with you in your service for 
Him, And may He guide you as you 
face the problem that faces the Trmes 
at the present time.—New York. 


I have been a club secretary for 
many »years. Because of your 
to discontinue helps for the Interna- 
tional Lessons .for 1947, I felt con- 
strained to write to you. I believe it 
will be a mistake for several reasons. 
I think it a good idea to print helps 
for at least two series’ of lessons, or 
even three, but do not stop the Inter- 
national Series. . . . I will lose most 
of the subscriptions. I will continue 
mine for the editorial helps. I imagine 
my case will be many times duplicated. 
. . . I see nothing wrong with the 
International Series. Sometimes I do 
not like the titles given to lessons, but 
the Scripture used is as food as any 
other Scripture—it is all the Word 
of God. e helps are the important 
thing, and that is why I have always 
recommended the .—Pennsyl- 
vania. 

I do hope with all my heart that 
you will plan to continue the treat- 
ment of the International Uniform 
Lessons along with one of these other 
series, for some years to come. I be- 
lieve they estimate that there are ten 


or twelve million people in Sunday 
schools using these lessons. . . . For 
of these Sunday schools 


some years 
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and all of these pupils will continue 
to use those lessons. .. . It will take 
a real cataclysm to break this hold that 
the International Council through its 
denominational representatives have 
upon their constituency. : . . I judge 
‘that at least fifty per cent are pri- 
marily subscribing to the Tmves_ be- 
cause it treats the International Les- 
sons. The friends that the Times hgs 
in-all the major dehominations get 
up their clubs for THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
TEMES just because they treat the les- 
sons which are being used in these 
Sunday schools. .,. Many very intelli- 
ent ristians say that they have no 
rouble with the International lessons, 
because after all it is the Bible they 
are treating. ... It will take years for 
arother lesson series to win its way, 
even partially, in these great denomi- 
nations. . . . It seems to me that it 
will be a great mistake, if not a fatal 
mistake, for THE SUNDAY ScHOOL TIMES 
to cut itself off from’ ministry to these 
millions of church members who are 
ang a certain uniform lesson called 
the International Uniform Lesson. It 
seems to me that it is one of the main 
purposes of the Tres to serve those 
poeple . giving them proper lesson 
elps and at the same time by pointing 
out clearly any wrong emphases in 
the lessons they are using. It would 
seem that most of them are never go- 
ing to adopt any other lessons. ... 
It seems to me that the Times will be 
limiting its field and its outreach for 
Christ by cutting itself off from many 
of those who are using the Interna- 
poe Uniform Lessons.—South Caro- 
na. 


From the voluminous correspondence 
received during the last eight months on 
the Sunday school lessons, it has be- 
come increasingly clear that THe Sun- 
pay ScHoo.t Times has a unique ministry 
in providing sound lesson helps to thou- 
sands of Sunday school workers through- 
out the country in practically all of 
the evangelical denominations. Several 
years ago the Times sent a questionnaire 
containing thirty questions to a cross- 
section of its readers. In answer to the 
question, “What departments of the Times! 
do you find most useful?” the response 
was overwhelmingly in favor of the les- 
son helps. More than seven times as 
many of the readers who answered the 
questionnaire found the lesson helps 
more useful than special articles, edi- 


torials, prophecy articles, and “Notes on’ 


Open Letters”; and nearly fifteen times 
as many found the lesson articles more 
useful than the general articles. 

There is no question that there has 
been great dissatisfaction among Sunday 
school workers and the independent pub- 
lishers of lesson quarterlies and periodi- 
cals (whose circulation is very large) 
with the International Uniform Lessons. 
These objections center around such 
things as modernistic titles, the very 
evident influence of Liberals in the sug- 
gestions issued with the outlines, the 
omission of certain important passages 
of Scripture, the numerous short pas- 
sages often included in one lesson, and 
the departure from uniformity as be- 
tween the departments of the Sunday 
school. The International Council now 
submits tentative outlines of lessons in 
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advance to a group of independent pub- 
lishers, for criticism, but many have de- 
sired quicker and more positive action 
than such a procedure makes possible, 
The presence of two new series of uni- 
form lessons — those issued by the Amer- 
ican Council and the National Sunday 
School Association — gives concrete evi- 
dence of dissatisfaction with the Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons. 

The Editor and the Board of Directors, 
after seeking earnestly and pfayerfully 
to know God’s will for THe Sunpay 
Scuoo, Trmes, are now convinced that 
it is right for the Tres to continue pub- 
lishing its helps on the Uniform Lessons. 
Therefore the Trmes continues to com- 
mit its cause into God’s hands, and desires 
to say with Samuel, “Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us” (1 Sam. 7:12), and with 
the Psalmist, “As the mountains are 
round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is 
round about his people from henceforth 
even for ever” (Psa. 125:2). 


The American Council's Statement 
on the Lessons 


HE American Council of Christian 

Churches issued the Evangelical In- 
ternational Sunday School Lessons as a 
part of its service and testimony for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We rejoice in 
the clear way He has led, and the bless- 
ing and advantage He alone has given. 
These Evangelical Lessons, to replace the 
old International Lessons, are a part of 
the basic principles and program of the 
American Council. They were never 
conceived of as a matter of expediency, 
but to provide sound instruction and 
leaderghip for a weakened and confused 
Church, and to lead God’s people out of 
apostasy and away from compromise. 
These new lessons have never been and 
cannot be removed from the truly Bib- 
lical' position of separation the Ameri- 
can Council has consistently maintained 
since the day it lifted its standard for 
Christ. To do so in the light of the 
teaching and blessing of Christ would 


be wrong. To abandon, therefore, this © 


work and join with the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals through its 
National Sunday School Association in 
issuing a joint series of lessons would 
be misleading. 

1. Such co-operation with NAE would 
imply, directly or indirectly, either ap- 
proval of, or indifference to, their un- 
biblical and compromising position. 

2. Such co-operation with NAE would 
mean that titles of Sunday school les- 
sons suggesting or calling for separation 
from modernism and apostasy could not 
be used, for NAE as an organization does 
not take stich a stand. 

3. Such co-operation with NAE would 
actually mean that passages of Scrip- 
ture considered “controversial” and call- 
ing for separation would have to be 
omitted or minimized. The attempt to 
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reach a’ “common denominator,” or an 
adjustment on such matters, would seri- 
ously weaken the lessons and their part 
in strengthening the youth and the 
church for the Twentieth Century Refor- 
mation, and the trials ahead. 

4. Such co-operation with NAE would 
remove these vital issues from the at- 
tention of the people where they should 
be known and considered in the light 
of the Bible, and would actually bury 
them within the joint committée in order 
to give only a surface picture of unity. 

5. Such co-operation with the NAE 
would confuse the testimony of the Amer- 
ican Council, subject it to the charge of 
hypocrisy, and give credence to the false 
assertion that the differences are only 
personal, and constitute a “fight” among 
brethren. If we can co-operate on the 
Sunday school lessons, there is no valid 
reason why we cannot co-operate on 
everything. The question of co-operat- 
ing on the Sunday school lessons is a 
part of the larger question of co-opera- 
tion with NAE in its compromise posi- 
tion in regard to apostasy, the purity 
of the church, and the necessity of sepa- 
ration from the Federal Council. 


The American: Council has made a 
stand on these vital issues. The Lord 
Jesus Christ has delivered and estab- 
lished us. We shall continue our les- 
sons now being used. 

We have denied no one the use of 
them. We shall grant such permission 
to the National Sunday School Associa- 
tion and any NAE men who desire it. 
Since there are NAE men who have in- 
dicated their intention to continue the 
old Interhational Lessons, and since no 
one denies that the American Council 
lessons are fundamental, the responsi- 
bility for starting a third’ series in the 
presence of such circumstances rests 
upon the NAE. As to the “controversy” 
between brethren, we shall go with open 
Bible in hand, using every avenue at 
our command, to persuade the Lord’s 
people that the issue is really separation 
from unbelief in the Federal Council 
and the Federal Council denominations, 
and that Christians should desire les- 
sons true to the Word on these issues. 

The fact that next year the Federal 
Council of Churches and the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education 
which issues the old lessons are uniting 
in the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in America will further point up 
and emphasize the issue of complicity 
with modernism. We are prepared for 
such controversy, and counted the cost 
on the day the American Council was 
organized. These matters were commit- 
ted to Christ at that time, and He is 
able. Therefore, making our decisicn 
on the above stated principles and facts, 
we leave it now with our blessed Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

THe AMERICAN COUNCIL 


OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
15 Park Row, New York 7 
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LESSON 1. 


Job 1:1-5, 27:1-7; 29 to 31; printed text, 1:1, 27:1-5, 31:19-28 
Golden Text.—My righteousness | hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as | live.—Job 27:6 


Kine James VERSION 


Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was 
Job; and that man was perfect-and upright, and one that feared 


God, and eschewed evil. 


Chap. 27:1 Moreover Job continued his parable, and said, 
2 As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the 


Almighty, who hath vexed my soul; 


3 All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in 


my nostrils; 


4 My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter 
deceit. 


5 God forbid that I should justify you: till I die I will not 


remove mine integrity from me. 


Chap. 31:19 If I have seen any perish for want of clothing, or 


any poor without covering; 


20 If his loins have not blessed me, and tif he were not warmed 


with the fleece of my sheep; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THIS lesson we are concerned, for 
the moment, not with the value of 
the Book of Job as a whole, or with 

the special line of truth it is designed 
to set forth, but with the character of 
the man of whom it treats. Job was a 
man of exemplary behavior, a man of 
true piety and absolute integrity. He 
was, as attested by God Himself and 
admitted by Satan, a man whose life 
was righteous and whose ideals were of 
the very highest type. Such men are 
rare, but when found are a credit to 
society and of great value to the com- 
munity. Job was all that we have said, 
but the day came when he had to bow 
in repentance before God and acknowl- 
edge the corruption of his own nature. 
This was ‘the very object God had in 
view in permitting him to be tested 
by Satan and exposed because of his 
sufferings to the suspicion of his friends, 
who could not believe that a truly good 
man would be allowed by God to en- 
dure the physical anguish and the men- 
tal torment to which the patriarch was 
exposed. 

The Book of Job is the Book of re- 
pentance. Here God takes up, not the 
worst, but the best man He could find 
on earth and shows us how this good 
‘man was brought to the recognition of 
the sinfulness of his nature despite the 


outward perfection of his behavior, so ' 


that he cried, “I abhor myself, and re- 
pent in dust and ashes” (chap. 42:6). 
The lesson for us is plain: if so excel- 
lent a man needed to repent, then surely 
none can fail to realize that God is 
righteous when He commands all men 
everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30) and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth 
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JULY 6. A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS JOB 


21 If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when I 


saw my help in the gate: 
Then let mine arm fall from my shoulder blade, and mine 
arm be broken from the bone. 


23 For destruction from God was a terror to me, and by reason 


of his highness I could not endure. 
24 If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine géid, 


Thou art my confidence; 


25 If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because mine 


hand had gotten much; 


brightness; 
kissed my hand: 


26 If I beheld the sun when it ames, or the moon walking in 
27 And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath 


28 This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judge: 


for I should have denied the God that is above. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 








Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons, 
published by the American Council 
of Christian Churches, will be 
found beginning on page 620. 




















(1 Tim. 2:4). No one who knows God 
aright will ever be complacent about 
his own righteousness, however blame- 
less his life may be. 


The Historical Setting 


The historicity of the Book of Job is 
attested by the fact that Job is referred 
to as a real personality, not a mere 
idealized conception of a good man, by 
the prophet Ezekiel many centuries after 
(Ezek. 14:14), and by the Apostle James 
later on (Jas. 5:11). He was evidently 
of Edomite ancestry, living in post-patri- 
archal days before the people of Israel 
were settled in the land of Canaan. 


Verse by Verse 


Job 1:1.—‘*A man... whose name was 
Job.” The character of this man is de- 
picted in the opening verse: a man of 
piety and exemplary behavior. He dwelt 
in the land of Uz or Huz, on the south- 
east of Palestine and settled early by 
the descendants of Esau, and later an- 
nexed to the land of Edom. 


Chap, 27:1—“Job continued his .par- 
able.” What precedes this in chapter 
26 and follows it in chapters 27 to 31 
constitutes Job’s final defence of his 
character after his three friends, Eliphaz, 
Bildad, and Zophar, had tried in vain 
to make him acknowledge that he was 
afflicted by God because of hidden sin 
in his life. : 

Verse 2—“God ... who hath taken 
away my judgment; and... vexed my 
soul.” Job knew that God was dealing 


with him, but he could not understand 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
ahd used’by permission. : 


why. He called God to witness to the 
integrity of his heart. 


Verse 3.—“The spirit of God is in my 
nostrils.” He» was not referring to the 
Holy Spirit, but to his own human spirit 
dwelling in the body so long as breath 
remained. The spirit is the real man. 
The body is the habitation or tabernacle 
in which it dwells (2 Cor. 5:1-8; 2 Pet. 
1:13, 14). 


Verse 4—‘“My lips shall not speak 
wickedness, nor ... utter deceit.* If 
Job had acknowledged what his friends 
desired him to confess, that he was suf- 
fering because of hidden wickedness, he 
would have lied against his own soul. 
He was not conscious of such evil be- 


,havior, so he could not be honest and 


confess that what they charged him with 
was true. 


Verse 5.—“Till I die I will not remove 
mine integrity from me.” Job was a 
righteous man and he knew it. What he 
had not learned was the sinfulness of his 
own heart and the corruption ‘of his 
nature. 


Chap. 31:19.—“If I have seen any per- 
ish for want of clothing.” In coming 
to the close of his defense of himself, 
Job insists on his concern for others, 
his care for the needy, his compassion 
for the poor. If it were otherwise he 
calls God to attest it by making manifest 
his iniquity. 

Verse 20.—“If he were not warmed 
with the fieece of my sheep.” He had 
ever been ready to minister to the poor 
and share his wealth with those less 
fortunate than himself. 


Verse 21.—“If I have lifted up my hand 
against the fatherless.” He was certain 
none could accuse him honestly of tak- 
ing advantage of any who were in dis- 
tress, but rather the contrary. 


Verse 22.—“Then let my arm fall from 
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my showlder blade.” If guilty of any 
unkind or uncharitable actions, he called 
upon -God to render him helpless. 


Verse 23.—“For destruction from God 
was a terror to me;” He dreaded the 
divine displeasure and so had endeavored 
to live so that God might have no occa- 
sion to smite him in judgment. 


Verse 24.—“If I have made gold my... 
confidence.” He was immensely wealthy, 
but he did not trust in his riches, but 
in God Himself. 


Verse 25.—“If I rejoiced because my 
wealth was great.” He recognized God's 
goodness in pro@iding abundantly for 
him; yet he did not find his joy in his 
riches, but rather in the One who en- 
abled him to amass so much treasure — 
all of which had been swept away. 


Verses 26, 27.—“If I beheld the sun... 
or the moon ... and my heart hath been 
secretly enticed.” Already the sun and 
the moon were worshiped as deities by 

i the people of near-by lands, but he had 

| never allowed himself to become guilty 
of thus denying the one living and true 
God. 


Verse 28.—“I should have denied the 
God that is above.” To have looked 
idolatrously upon the heavenly bodies 
and sacrificed to them would have been 
to apostatize from the monotheism which 
he confessed. In regard to all these 
things, and to many more which he men- 
tioned in this long defense, he knew 
he Was guiltless. In, these chapters he 
uses the pronouns I, me, my, mine over 
190 times. This was “his righteousness” 
which he held fast. In other words, it 
was his religion before he saw the Lord, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


So far as human righteousness goes, 
Job had more of. which to boast than 
any other man of his time. Moreover, 
it was the manifestation of new life, for 
he was a true child of God, whose faith 
was seen in his manner of behavior. 
But he had ta learn that the best of 
men possess the same evil nature as 
that which is found in the worst of sin- 
ners. It was to give him the realiza- 
tion of this that God permitted him to 
be so sorely tried and tested. We need not 
feel that suffering is an evidence of the 
divine disfavor, for the Lord chastens, 
or instructs by discipline, those whom 
He loves. We all need to learn, as Job 
learned, that our best endeavors are 
stained with the corruption of our sin- 
ful hearts.. 


Lesson Outline 
Jos THE RicHTEoUs MAN 

1. A man of blameless life (Job 1:1) 

2. Bewildered by God’s dealings with 
him (chap, 27:2) 

3. Conscious of his own integrity (vs. 
4, 5) 

4. Charitable and considerate of others 
(chap. 31: 19-21) 

5. A God-fearing man, (vs. 22, 23) 
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Last Week’s Lessen 
13. June 29.—Enduring Contributions 
of the Nation. 2 Chronicles 5 to 6; 
Psalm 119:9-16, 105-112; Isaiah 
2:1-5; Micah 6 
Next Week’s Lesson 
2. July 13.—God in His World. 
Genesis 1; Job 38 to 41; Matthew 6:25-30 








6. Wealth held as a trust from the Lord 
(vs. 24, 25) 

7. A worshiper of the true God, who 
detested idolatry (vs. 26-28) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Unless this Book is viewed as a whole, 
one is not likely to get a clear under- 
standing of the trial of Job. In chapters 
1 and 2 Job was tested by Satan, though 
by divine permission, in order to demon- 
strate that he loved God for Himself 
alone and not simply for His gifts so 
lavishly bestowed upon him. In chap- 
ters 3 to 31 Job is tested by the false 
accusations of his friends, against whose 
charges he justifies himself even though 
this might seem to condemn God by 
charging Him with unrighteousness. In 
chapters 32 to 41 God speaks first 
through Elihu and then directly, show- 
ing Job how insignificant man is iri the 
light of God’s infinite greatness and holi- 
ness. The result, as seen in chapter 42, 
is that Job bows in repentance before 
God, acknowledging the corruption of 
his heart. 


Summaries and Applications 


The character of Job is a testimony 
to the power of God to enable one who 
trusts Him to live on the highest plane 
of morality and piety in the midst of 
conditions that distress and bewilder. 

While God delights in the man who 
walks uprightly before Him, He would 
not have such an one self-complacent or 
forgetful that just as there is a speck 
of dust in every snowflake, so is there 
sin in every human heart. 

The chastening of the Lord, which 
every child of God experiences, is not 
necessarily punishment for actual sin 
committed, but is often God’s way of 
teaching lessons that could not be 
learned otherwise, and is intended to 
prevent one from going astray or be- 
coming proud of his own righteousness. 

Any community is the better for hav- 
ing among its people men of upright 
character, but the truest and best men 
are those who realize their own sinful- 
ness and look up to God for needed 
grace to live before Him in sobriety and 
righteousness. 

It is a great mistake to become so self- 
centered that one is occupied with his 
Own goodness and feels it necessary to 
defend himself against the aspersions of 
those who consider him blameworthy. 
The man of God can afford to go on 
quietly, undisturbed by evil accusations, 
leaving his reputation in the hands of 
the Lord. 


CuHIcaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macauley 


HEN did Job live? 


2. How is the Book of Job related 
to the rest of the Bible chronologi- 
cally? 


3. What is the literary form of this Book? 


4. Does the perfection attributed to Job 
mean that he was without sin? (1:1, 8; 2:3.) 


5. What action of Job marks him as be- 
longing to the patriarchal age? 


6. Does Job’s priestly activities in the 
family carry any lesson for us today? 


7. What change came over the spirit of 
Job during the visit of his three “friends’’? 


8. How does Job’s thought flow in ‘chap- 
ters 29 to 31? 


9. What are some of the sins which he 
repudiates in chapter 31? 


10. What difference can you see between 
Job’s situation, as expressed in chapter 31: 
35-37, and ours? 


(Answers on page 619) 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


HE Book of Job, which furnishes 

the first three lessons of this new 
quarter,’ is profoundly interesting and 
unique in a number of ways. Scholars 
tell us it is the oldest Book in the Bible, 
though its location is very near the mid- 
dle of the Book of books. YetI think very 
few young people are familiar with Job. 
As a rule, only scholars, poets, and very 
earnest Bible students give this remark- 
able Book much attention. Quotations 
from it are scattered all through the 
world’s serious literature, and many are 
familiar with the quotations who could 
not tell you the source if you should 
ask them.- “All that a man hath will 
he give for his life.” Do you know who 
said that? Comparatively few people 
know that Satan said it, and that he 
said it to God (Job 2:4). It is a Satanic 
lie. There are millions of God’s saints 
who would yield up their lives before 
they would surrender their precious 
faith. 

For grandeur of expression and ‘for 
poetical beauty, no literature surpasses 
the Book of Job. “Even as I have seen, 
they that plow iniquity, and sow wick- 
edness, reap the same. By the blast 
of God they perish, and by the breath 
of his nostrils are they consumed.” “Yet 
man is born unto trouble, as the sparks 
fly upward.” “My days are swifter than 
a weaver’s shuttle.” “Canst thou by 
searching find out God?” “Though he 
slay me, yet will I trust in him.” “He 
knoweth the way that I take: when he 
hath tried me, I shall come forth as 
gold.” “Lo, all these things worketh 
God oftentimes with man, to bring back 
his soul from the pit, to be enlightened 
with the light of the living.” “Behold, 






God exalteth by his power: who teach- 
eth like him?” “When the morning stars 
sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy.” 


“Canst thou bind the 
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sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose 
the bands of Orion?” “Hast thou entered 
into the treasures of the snow? or hast 
thou seen the treasures of the hail?” 
“Canst thou draw out leviathan with an 
hook?” ; 

And of all the Old Testament writers 
Job gives us the clearest statement and 
the fullest assurance of immortality: 
“Oh that my words were now written! 
oh that they were printed in a book! 
That they were graven with an iron 
pen and lead in the rock for ever. For 
I know that my redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day 
upon the earth: and though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God: whom I shall see 
for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not another; though my reins be 
consumed ,within me.” 

No finer tribute could be paid to any 
man than that which God paid to Job 
when questioning Satan, “Hast thou con- 
sidered my servant Job, that there is 
none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man... ?” Satan 
sneeringly replied that Job was good 
because God had prospered him. Then 
God gave Satan permission to beset him 
with every ill, except to take his life; 
and Satan exhausted his kit of tortures 
to make Job disloyal, without success, 
It is a most amazing story. Open your 
Bible and read it, as told in the first 
two chapters. Then frankly and hon- 
estly ask yourself if God could let Satan 
test you like that—or even half-way 
like that! 


As we think of Job today, let us look 
to God in prayer, asking Him to give 
us a loyalty like his. We do not know 
what the future holds for us; but we 
may be quite sure there will be testings. 
There will come moments of weakness 
in suffering or disappointment which 
Satan will most surely use to break 
down our faith and destroy our useful- 
ness to the Lord Jesus Christ. Lord, 
keep us strong and very courageous in 
such moments. In the moment of temp- 
tation to indulge in some immoral or 
intemperate thing, enable me, like Paul, 
to “keep under my body, and bring it 
into subjection: lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myself 
should be a castaway” (1 Cor. 9:27). 

Aveusta, Ga. 

; we 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—We en- 
courage our hearts to seek Thee, O Lord, 
in the assurance that as a father pities 
his ‘children so Thou dost pity all who 
revere Thee. Like sheep we all have 
gone astray, but for the sake of Him 
who bore our sins at Calvary, we trust 
Thee to pardon us and receive us. Set 
our affections on things good and pure 
and true, O Lord, and may we hate every 
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evil way. Help us to be like Christ, 
who pleased not Himself but lived and 
died for others. Bless our land by giv- 
ing to all our people the reverence that 
hallows Thy name and the spirit that 
seeks first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness. Guide the leaders of all 
nations today to seek of Thee the wis- 
dom they need. Ward off the evils that 
threaten the world by turning people 
everywhere to Thyself. We ask healing 
for the sick, comfort for the sad, liberty 
for all enslaved to evil habits, and 
strength to do Thy will for all who 
serve Thee. Speak to us from Thy Word 
today, and send out Thy light and Thy 
salvation to the ends of the earth, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson—Going along the 
street recently, I saw a notice in a store 
that read: “Found, a Sum of Money.” 
I had not lost it, so I went my way, but 
with a pleasant feeling over the thought 
that the finder was an honest. person 
anxious to locate the owner. Why 
shouldn’t he have said, “Finders keep- 
ers!” and pocketed it? Because he 
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wished to keep a clear conscience. Job 
was like that. In our Golden Text he 
says: “My righteousness I hold fast, 
and will not let it go: my heart shall 
not reproach me so long as I live.” He 
was determined to live a blameless life 
and always have a good conscience. 


Some men were talking about certain 
things people do, and one said: “I can- 
not do such things. If I do, there is some- 
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one inside of me who talks to me nights.” 
We all know who that someone is, and 
if we do not want Mr. Conscience talk- 
ing to us nights, we, like Job, must hold 
fast to right always. Then our heart 
will not reproach us, and a clear con- 
science will give us strength and confi- 
dence. Job was in trouble, but it was a 
strength to him to know that whatever 
the cause of his troubles, they were not 
the outcome of a bad past. Paul could 
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Lesson for July 6 


face men and say, “I have lived in all 
good conscience” (Acts 23:1). John says, 
“If our heart condemn us not, then have 
we confidence toward God” (1 John 3: 
21). So, a clear conscience gives us 
boldness to face men and to appeal to 
God. But to keep conscience sensitive 
and working effectively, we ‘must obey 
it, and if we are overtaken in a sin, we 
must quickly and earnestly confess it to 
God and get it off our conscience by 
having it forgiven. If we lose a clear 
conscience, we can get a cleansed con- 
science through Christ by praying from 
the heart: 

Let Thy blood for sinners spilt 

Set my conscience free from guilt. 

Ho.tysurn, B. C., Can. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Job the Upright Citizen 
(Job 1:1-5; 29:7-16) 


ONG, long ago, before Moses received 

the Ten Commandments from God, 
there lived a man in the land of Uz. 
Job was a good man and feared the 
Lord. God gave him much wealth, over 
10,000 cattle, and many servants. In the 
midst. of his wealth he did not forget 
the less fortunate, but helped orphans 
and widows, the lame, the blind, and 
the poor. Cruel robbers were punished 
by him. ‘Great were his wisdom and 
justice, so great that when he passed 
through the streets of the town on his 
way to the gate where he would be 
judge to settle quarrels, old and young 
stood up to show him honor. Nobles 
and princes stopped talking when he 
came. He was the greatest of all the 
men in the East. 

(Tell the dramatic story of Job 1:14- 
20.) Poor Job! He tore his coat to 
pieces; then he shaved off his hair and 
beard as a sign of sorrow. He fell down 
in prayer: “The Lord gave and the 
Lord took away. Blessed be the name 
of the Lord.” 

But still more trouble came to Job. 
He broke out with a terrible form of 
leprosy, called the black leprosy. His 
body was a mass of itching sores from 
head to foot. He sat on the ash pile 
scratching himself in great misery. Along 


came Mrs. Job. “What’s the use of keep- | 


ing on being good? Curse God and die,” 
she suggested. But Job said: “You 
speak like a foolish woman. We take 
the good things from God; shouldn’t we 
be willing to take the bad, too?” So 
Job did not sin by blaming God for his 
troubles. 

The news of Job’s troubles soon spread 
all around. Three friends in different 
places heard, and came to visit him, to 
try to comfort him. For a week they sat 
without saying a. single word! When 
Job finally spoke, it was to wish that he 
had never been born. Friend Eliphaz 
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suggested that the three friends would . 


like to talk over his troubles with him. 
So each one talked in turn, telling what 
Job must have done wrong that all these 
punishments had come to him. But‘Jo 
insisted that he had not done those 
wrong things, but had kept God’s com- 
mands. He felt God had treated him un- 
fairly. He wished he could talk to God, 
and stand up for himself. 

Elihu, a younger man who had been 
listening to the speeches, said Job talked 
too much about his own goodness rather 
than God’s goodness. Job should be more 
humble and not expect the mighty God 
to explain everything to him, who was 
only a man. A storm was rising. Couldn’t 
he hear God’s voice in the thunder and 
feel His power in the lightning? 

Then from out the storm clouds God 
Himself spoke to Job: “Who are you 
to make so much foolish talk? Let me 
ask you a few questions. Where were 
you when I made the’ world? How is 
it held up? Who makes the morning 
come? Can you provide food for wild 
animals, or feathers for birds? Can you 
make hail, or steer the stars across the 
sky? Will you stand up and tell the 
Almighty God what He should do?” 

Job replied: “Oh, how bad I have 
been! I didn’t know what I was talking 
about. I am ashamed of myself.” 

Then God turned to Eliphaz: “I am 
angry with you and your two friends. 
You haven’t spoken the truth about Me 
as Job has. Get seven bulls and seven 
rams for a burnt offering, and ask Job 
to pray for you.” After Job had prayed 
for his friends, God took his troubles 
all away. He became twice as rich as 
ha had been before, and had as many 
children. He lived to be an old, old man, 
and saw his great-great-grandchildren. 
“Blessed is the man whose strength is 
in thee” (Psa. 84:5, Memory Verse). 

Give the children written assignment 
for the rest of the class and home work: 
Read chapter 1 to learn the “inside‘story” 
6f Job’s troubles. How many children 
did Job have? Who was really to blame 
for Job’s troubles? Explain Hebrew 
poetry. Have them find the “twins” in 
Job 29:8-11, 15. Copy Romans 8:28. 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 
Topic and Scripture: 
The Good Man Job 
(Job_ 1:1-5; 29:7-16) 


HE Primary lessons for this quarter 
are disconnected, and perhaps the 
best way to make them mean something 
to the children is to use our old friend, 
the clock face, and put a picture illus- 
trating each lesson in its place as we go 
round the clock from 1 to 12, and put 
13 in the center. 
The list is given in this first, lesson, 
so you may have time to make or find 


: 
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the pictures. 
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Each week we shall re- 
peat, the one for that lesson. (1) A. fig- 
ure\ot Job, a man in Oriental costume. 
(2) A beautiful bit of scenery. (3).A 
wreck, a storm, or a fire. (4) A king 

“with a crown, shotld.be in Oriental 

(5) A father, mother, and chil- 

dren in happy mood. (6) a boy turning 

away from a cigarette. (1) .Two pictures 
of a child, showing growth. (8) Two 
children playing a game. (9) Some 
children doing some sort of work cheer- 
fully. (10) Ten pennies. (11) People 

talking pleasantly over the fence. (12) 

A Bibie. (13) A picture of Jesus Christ, 
Make your poster with the clock face 

drawn, and then add the pictures. You 

will be able to find most of them in 
magazines or the daily paper. 


The lessons this quarter are from the 
Old Testament, and as I go through 
them, I find no mention of ‘the Lord 
Jesus Christ, so I shall at times change 
the slant of the lesson somewhat, and, 
in two or three lessons, give a differ- 
ent Scripture reference, more fitting to 
the topic given, that we may not have 
an entire quarter given to morality les- 
sons with the Lord left out. 

Now for today’s lesson. Job is a very 
interesting person. (Give the children 
the description in Job 1.) Job was a 
good man, ene who lived an upright 
life, hating wickedness, and he feared 
God and worshiped Him. He had ten 
children — seven sons and three daugh- 
ters. He had great flocks and herds, and 
a great home, “ranch” we would say in 
California; maybe it would be called’ an 
“estate.” It was such a great place that 
he was the greatest man in all that 
country. 

His sons had birthday banquets in 
their houses and sent for their sisters 
to come and celebrate with them. It 
seems to have been a happy and godly 
household. 

A very beautiful thing is Job’s prayer 
for his children. As they went’ about 
their feasts, Job was remembering them, 
and he offered a sacrifice for each one, 
for he said, “It-may be that my sons 
have sinned, and cursed God in their 
hearts.” 

How very wonderful it is to have a 
father or mother, or both, who are pray- 
ing for their children each day. They 
pray with them and teach them Bible 
verses, and how to pray,.and how to 
live. Continually, there is prayer for 
them, that they may be kept safe, that 
that may early give their hearts to the 
Lord Jesus Christ who died for them. 

How sad for the child who has no 
father or mother praying for him! That 
is where the Sunday school teacher has 
an opportunity. Of course she should 
be praying for every one of her pupils, 
but especially for those who come from 
unchristian homes. And every child as 
well as the teacher should be tryirig to 
bring in the children from such homes, 
for almost their only chance of coming 
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to know the Lord Jesus Christ is by 
coming to Sunday school. 

May no Primary teacher sin against 
her pupils by failing to pray for them. 
We are to pray without ceasing, and 
there is no place where greater results 
will be seen than among small children. 


Fetton, CALIF. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions upon which 
llustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. 1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
raonths in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be gee from earlier “Ijustration Round 
Tables. ‘ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of 

poet paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

An Acknowledgment That Paid Divi- 
dends.— My righteousness I hold fast, and 
will not let it go: my heart shall not 
reproach me so long as I live (Job 27:6, 
Golden Text). E. St. Elmo Lewis, a 
famous man in the field of business 
counseling, has an interesting little story 
about the cash value of honesty. In a 
Pennsylvania community was a Quaker 
horse dealer. Said a farmer, on seeing 
one of this man’s horses, “Want to sell?” 
“Well, I bought this horse for my own 
use,” said the dealer, “but there’s no 
reason why I shouldn’t sell him if we 
can agree on a price.” “How much do 
you want for him?” “I paid $150 for 
him, and think I’m entitled to a profit 
of $50. If you want him for $200, he’s 
yours.” So the deal was made. The 
horse was delivered and proved to be 
very satisfactory to the new owner. A 
few weeks later, however, he received 
a check for $50 from the dealer and a 
note which said: “I told you I paid $150 
for that horse. On consulting my records 
I find I was mistaken. I paid only $100 
for him. I told you my profit was $50, 
therefore I am sending you $50 to make 
the deal right.” The dealer expected no 
reward for doing what he saw was right 
according to his light, but the farmer 
was so pleased that he told the story 
over and over again and more than $5,000 
worth of new business came to him from 
the advertising —From the Crown. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Cleansed Memory.—My lips shall not 
. utter deceit (Job 27:4). “Uncle 
Mose,” said a drummer, addressing an 
old colored man seated on a dry-goods 
box in front of the village store, “they 
tell me that you remember seeing 
George Washington. Am I correct?” 
“Well, sah,” said Uncle Mose, “I uster 
*member seein’ him, but I done fo’got, 
since I jined de chu’ch.”—From the Pres- 
byterian of the South. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


God Has Blessed America—If I have 
seen any perish for want of clothing, or 
any poor without covering (Job 31:19). 
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Most of us in this country may not be 
rich, yet the Lord has blessed us with 
warm, peaceful homes, with food, cloth- 
ing, friends, and health. Occasionally 
we hear of a family, even in this favored 
land, such:as the one reported at one 
of our recent missionary meetings. The 
five members of this family were sleep- 
ing all in one bed because of the lack 
of covering. Some Christian women 
gladly supplied this need. However, 
such cases in America are few in com- 
parison with other nations. The poor 
look at us from across the ocean and 
plead with us from the ruins of Poland, 
the displaced persons camps of Germany, 
and the shivering cold of Austria and 
Hungary. Food, fuel, clothing, the Word 
of life must be given to those in ex- 
treme distress. The numbed hands of 
little children stretch out to us for help. 
We must not fail them. Above all our 
other blessings, as Christians, we know 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Friend. The homeless, hungry, un- 
wanted, and uncomforted Jew is de- 
prived of all these blessings. His is a 
tragedy beyond our comprehension. How 
rich are we by comparison! Surely the 
Lord would lead us to have a share in 
a Christlike ministry to the suffering of 
all lands—From a personal experience, 
and adapted from The Sunday. School 
Times. Sent'by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Peters- 
burg, Var 


Was It a Price?—For destruction from 
God was a terror to me, and by reason 
of his highness I could not endure (Job 
31:23). In a magazine article by ex- 
President Coolidge, “On Entering d 
Leaving the Presidency,” an absorbingly 
interesting paragraph is in relation to 
his son’s death while he was in office. 
“After he was gone someone sent us a 
letter he had written to a young man 
who congratulated him on being the first 
boy in the land. To this he had replied 
that he had done nothing, and so did not 
merit the title, which ‘should go to some 
boy who had ‘distinguished himself 
through his own actions. We do not 
know what might have happened to 
him under other circumstances, but if 
I kad not been President he would not 
have raised a blister on his toe, which 
resulted in blood poisoning, playing ten- 
nis on the South Grounds. In his suf- 
fering he was asking me to make him 
well. I could not. When he went, the 
power and glory of the Presidency went 
with him. The ways of Providence*are 
often beyond our understanding. It 
seemed to me that the world had need 
of the work that it is probable he could 
do. I do not’ know why such a price 
was exacted for occupying the White 
House.” Was our Christian ex-President 
justified in thinking that the death of 
Calvin was “a price exacted for occupy- 
ing the White House”? We do not think 
so. God raises up Presidents to carry 
out His world purposes, but He does 
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not punish them for fitting into this im- 
portant niche. We can easily under- 
stand that it robbed the Presidency of 
its glory, but we believe the Lord might 
have taken the boy Home from any 
other environment, and that His purpose 
may easily have been to have the Presi- 
dent and his wife better appreciate their 
“citizenship which is in heaven.”—From 
Christ Life Magazine. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Lee’s Self-Denial—If I have made 
gold my hope (Job 31:24). On April 9, 
1865, General Robert E. Lee rode through 
lines of weeping men, his countenance 
grave, his spirit calm. He had just sur- 
rendered the Army of Virginia to Gen- 
eral U. S. Grant. All of Lee’s earthly 
possessions were gone. But when of- 
fered a home in England, and a job with 
an insurance company at $25,000 a year, 


-he was victorious over greed and said: 


“I can receive no money I have not 
earned.” He took a job as president of 
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Lesson for July 6 


a small college at a salary of $1,500 a 
year. One day a mother put a little 
child into General Lee’s arms and asked 
a prayer for him. The General bowed 
his head over the child, handed him 
back to his mother, and said: “Teach 
him to deny himself;” — From the 
Teacher, S.B.C. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 


¢ we 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 615) 


1. It 1s generally believed that Job was a 
contemporary, or near Contemporary’ of 
Abraham. 


2. It may well be the oldest book of the 
Bible. Its story comes somewhere between 
Genesis 12 and 50. 


3. Dramatic poetry, with a few brief sec- 
tions in prose. (Hebrew poetry is not built 
on a meter or rhyme, but on parallelism, 
“a rhyme of sentiment rather than of 
sound.”’) 


4. No. The word means “completeness,” 
and spiritually indicates that his heart was 
right toward God. 


5. His exercising the function of priest- 
hood on behalf of his family (1:5). 


6. Christian parents may well follow his 
example in praying both for and with their 
children. Secret prayer and the “family 
altar” are not outmoded. 


7. From the humble submission of 1:21 
and 2:10 he sinks to wild orgies of self- 
justification and questioning ef God's jus- 
tice, as in 27:2-6. 


8. In chapter 29 he is dreaming of past 
glory; in chapter 30 he is dwelling in pres- 
ent misery; in chapter 31 he is defying his 
accusers (and even God) to find iniquity 
in his record. ° 


9. Lack of integrity (vs. 5-7), adultery (v. 
9), injustice (v. 13), want of charity (vs. 
16, 17), oppreSsion (v. 21), idolatry (vs. 24- 
27), revenge (vs. 29, 30). 


10. He was preparing to plead his own 
case with God, having no “daysman” (9: 
33). “We have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 
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Children at Home 
The Holy-Word Shop 


Founded on fect 
By Amelia O. Stott 


CHEERING noise of voices and the 

delicious smell of hot food filled Mr. 
Chang’s cook shop in the busy Chinese 
street. 

“Quick, there,” he shouted to his 
young Son Wong and the other help- 
ers. “Will you dare to keep our hon- 
orable guests waiting all day? Young 
Wong, just home from school, bent 
industriously over his task of pull- 
ing and kneading dough which he was 
preparing for the dish beloved of all 
Chinese, called Mien (vermicilli stew). 

It happened that one day a quarrel 
arose in the cook shop with a copper- 
smith. A “guest” had chosen his. own 
material, but, being inexperienced, it 
was a very poor quality, and he had 
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been charged an exorbitant price. Words 
rose high as the two men carried on 
their battle of rage and threats. “You 
chose the metal yourself,” roared the 
smith. “I have your money, and you’ve 
got the bowl.” 

Wong and his father looked on, but 
were afraid to say anything. They were 
“Kao-in” (friends of Jesus), and always 
tried to carry on their business honestly, 
giving good values and treating every- 
one alike. It was none of their affair 
to take sides in their customers’ quarrels, 
but apart from this, young Wong did 
not feel satisfied that they were doing 
all they could to try to help others to 
find their Saviour. 

“May I go tomorrow to the Holy-Word 
Shop, honorable Father, and get a few 
Jesus pictures and texts to hang up in 
our cook shop?” asked Wong next day. 
“All Chinese eating houses have the 
kitchen-god picture and lucky signs and 
words of counsel, so we ought to have 
something. We have no convenient time 
to speak of religion to our guests, but 
the holy words will speak for us.” Mr. 
Chang agreed, so Wong bought several 
cheap Bible pictures and such mottoes 
as “Thou shalt love thy neighbour”; 
“Treat others as you would be treated”; 
“Worship the true God.” These were 
put up conspicuously, to the astonish- 
ment of the guests. They could not 
understand why Mr. Chang hung such 
things in his eating shop, and they called 
him “Foreign Jesus Man.” Wong was 
often asked to explain the meaning of 
the mottoes, which he did very simply, 
just as he had learned at school. As he 
served the bowls of steaming vermicilli 
he thus found many opportunities of 
speaking of his Saviour. 

Some weeks later, a cousin who was 
a clerk at the government office came 
and told them in secret: “The old city 
magistrate has had a sudden sickness, 
and can neither move nor speak. He 
has to turn over his office to his son, 
who has been summoned to take over 
his official seals. He is, I hear, very 
bitterly opposed to the foreign religion; 
he hates all foreign ways, and will not 
tolerate them. “You better take down 
those Jesus words, my good cousin, or 
you will get into trouble. It is said 
the new magistrate looks into every lit- 
tle thing.” 

Mr. Chang shook his head, for, though 
slow of speech, he was a faithful Chris- 
tian; and his son said at once, “Not so; 
we cannot remove those good words; it 
would show us to have coward hearts 
—afraid to confess our Saviour-Lord.” 

The cousin then said: “This new 
ruler may not stay long—there are al- 
ways many changes these days in China. 
Take down the foreign-religion words, 
and put them up again later; it may not 
be for long.” 

Mr. Chang, however, felt as did Wong: 
that though this might be a wise thing 


(Continued on page 625) 
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An 
Invisible Guest at 
Your Table 


v 


While we enjoy the Lord’s 
goodness to us in our homes 
and at our table, somewhere 
in ruined Europe, a Hebrew 
Christian brother, a little 
Jewish child, are hungry and 
homeless. 


Wouldn’t you be glad to 
have one of these little ones 
at your table to share the 
Lord’s goodness to you with 
them? to show them Hislove? 
You can do so by sending a 
contribution to us which will 
be used for supplying the 
material, physical, and spir- 
itual needs of distressed 
Israel. 


v 


“Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto 
me. a” 


. 


WwW 


Your gifts, small or large, 
urgently needed. Please 
write to 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


- ° 
Dr. Jeseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victer Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 


Treasurer fer Canada: 
REV. P. 8. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to all 
contributors and also on request. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 1. JULY 6. GOD'S CALL TO SAMUEL 
1 Samuel 3: 1-14 (Supplementary Reading: 1 Samuel 1:1-11, 19-28, 2:18, 19; 3:15-21) 
Golden Text.—Then Semuel answered, Speak, for thy servant heareth.—1 Sam. 3:10 


Kinc JaMeEs VERSION 

1 Sam. 3:1 And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lorp 
before Eli. And the word of the Lorp was precious in those days; 
there was no open vision. , 

2 And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in 
his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see; 

3 And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the Lorp, 
where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; 

4 That the Lorn called Samuel: and he answered, Here am L 

5 And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst 
me. And he said, I called not; lie down again. And he went 
and lay down. 

6 And the Lorp cailed yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose 
and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And 
he answered, I called not, my son; lie down again. 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lorp, neither was the word 
of the Lorp yet revealed unto him. ° 

8 And the Lorp called Samuel again the third time. And he 
arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst eall 
me. And Eli perceived that the Lorp had called the child. 


~ & 


\ 

9 Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall 
be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, Lorn; for @hy 
servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

10 And the Lorp came, and stood, and called as at other times, 
Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant 
heareth. 

11 And the Lore said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in 
Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall 
tingle. nl tg ; 

12 In that day I will perform’ against Eli all things which I 
have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make 
am end. 

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever 
for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made them- 
selves vile, and he restrained them not. 

14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the 
iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor 
offering for ever. 
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The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


AMUEL came on the scene when 

spirituality in Israel was at an 

extremely low ebb. Eli, the high 
priest, the head and representative of 
the people. before God, was a feeble, 
old man who, knowing the judgment of 
God against the gross sins being com- 
mitted by his sons, failed to executed it, 
and refrained from putting them out of 
the priesthood. He honored his sons 
above the Lord. 

His sons, Hophni and Phinehas, al- 
though priests, “made themselves vile,” 
and because of this, “men abhorred the 
offering of the Lord.” 

Elkanah, Samuel’s father, was a godly 
man, as is seen in the fact that he “went 
up out of his city yearly to worship and 
to sacrifice unto the Lord ... in $hi- 
loh” (1.Sam. 1:3). 

Hannah, Samuel’s mother, was a 
woman of prayer (v. 10) and praise (2: 
1-10) and generosity (1: 24-28). 

As “Samuel grew before the Lord” 
(2:21), and was “in favour both with 
the Lord, and also with men” (2:26; cf. 
Luke 2:52), and as he “ministered unto 
the Lord” (3:1), he received his call 
from the Lord, and remained true to it 
to the end. 


The Lesson in Detail 


1 Sam. 3:1—“And the child Samuel 
ministered unto the Lord before Eli.” 
Although Samuel could be called Eli’s 
little assistant, it was not to Eli he min- 
istered, but “unto the Lord” (Col. 3: 
28, 24). God never leaves Himself with- 
out witness’ (Acts 14:17). Eli and his 
sons were about to lose their places, so 
Samuel was raised up to maintain a 





Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 

published by the International 

- Council of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
page 614. 




















lamp of testimony to God’s truth and 
faithfulness. 

“The word of the Lord was precious 
[or rare] in those days; there was no 
frequent vision” (R.V.). There was a 
famine of “hearing the words of the 
Lord,” at that time, as there shall be 
again. (See Amos 8:11, 12.) Matthew 
Henry suggests: “Perhaps the impiety 
and impurity that prevailed in the tab- 
ernacle, and no doubt corrupted the 
whole nation, had provoked God, as a 
token of his displeasure, to withdraw 
the Spirit of prophecy, till the decree 
had gone forth for the raising up of a 
more faithful priest.” : 

Let thanksgiving ascend to God for the 
manner in which the Word of the Lord 
speeds on and triumphs today (2 Thess. 
3:1). 


‘Verses 2-4—“And it came to pass at 
that time, when Eli was laid down in 
his place, and his eyes began to waz 
dim, that he .could not see; and ere the 
lamp of God went out in the temple of 
the Lord, where the ark of God was, and 
Samuel was laid down to sleep; that the 
Lord called Samuel: and he answered, 
Here -am I.” This literal night scene 
was typical of the moral and spiritual 
state of affairs in Israel. Eli was laid 
down in*his place—symbolic of spir- 
itual sleepiness. His eyes were dim that 
he could not see — figurative of the lack 
of moral discernment. The lamp of God 
was waning—suggestive of the near 
failure of the testimony. 


Against that dark background, a voice 
called Samuel. The voice was divine, 
yet it was so human that Samuel thought 
it was the voice of Eli. He called Sam- 
uel by his name (“He calleth his own 
sheep by name” —John 10:3; 20:16; 21: 
15). 

Notice where Samuel “was laid down” 
— “where the ark of God was”! How 
appropriate! The ark was the symbol 
of God’s presence and throne in the 
midst of His people. It was the place 
of propitiation by which, in mercy, 
through the sprinkled blood, Israel’s re. 
lationship with God was maintained 
(Exod. 25: 10-22; Lev. 16:11-17). 

The ark had not been mentioned ~in 
Scripture for 200 years—not since the 
days of Israel’s civil war (Judges 20). 
It is as if God hid Himself after that 
“black-letter day” until He called Sam- 
uel, whom He would use to revive His 
testimony. 


Verse 5—“And he ran unto Eli, and 
said, Here am I; for thou calledst me.” 
It is not to be wondered at that the 
child did not recognize the “still small 
voice” of the Lord (1 Kings 19:12). How 
often have we failed to recognize His 
voice speaking to us in the Spirit’s 
power through the Word; or in His 
providence? Samuel’s promptness in 
answering is to be admired. 


Verse 8.—“And the Lord called Sam- 
uel again the third time. And he arose 
and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; 
for thou didst call me, And Eli per- 
ceived that the Lord had called the 
child.” Altheugh Samuel made the same 
mistake three times, the Lord was not 
impatient with him. The world has a 
saying that success does not depend on 
not making mistakes, but on not making 
the same one twice. And that is about 
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the limit of the world’s patience with 
us. But our God is the “God of pa- 
tience” (Rom. 15:5). . Let us be “imi- 
tators of God” in the important matter 
of exercising patience with erring ones. 
Although Eli was disturbed three times, 
he did not scold Samuel and call him 
names—this was to his credit. Sam- 
uel is to be commended for his willing- 
ness to respond three times and for his 
readiness to assist Eli, whom he thought 
required his services. At the third com- 
ing, it began to dawn on Eli that the 
Lord was calling Samuel. What startling 
thoughts would enter his mind as he 
realized that the, Lord had a message 
for Samuel! 


Verse 9.—‘“Therefore Eli said unto 
Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, 
if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, 
Lord; for thy servant heareth. So Sam- 
‘uel went and lay down in his place.” 
“If he call thee,” said Eli to Samuel. 
Does this mean that he questioned 
whether or not the Lord would deign to 
call a fourth time? Or does it mean 
that he hoped it was not God’s voice, 
through fear that the message would 
be one of judgment? Regardless of Eli’s 
thoughts or fears, the Lord was going 
to call Samuel again. 


As Samuel went to lie down, was he 
asking: “Is the Lord: really going to 
speak to me? And, if so, what will be 
the nature of His message?” 


Verse 10.—“‘And the Lord came, and 
stood, and called as at other times, Sam- 
uel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, 
Speak; for thy servant heareth.” The 
Lord did call the child again, and Sam- 
uel answered, but not exactly as Eli had 
instructed him to do. We do not think 


Samuel meant to be disobedient or dis- | 


respectful in omitting the title “Lord” 
from his response. We rather. suspect 
he felt unworthy to use that august 
name. He may have thought it irrever- 
ent on a child’s part to use that sacred 
name, whereas Eli was instructing him 
how to respond reverently to the voice. 
For “God is greatly to be feared in the 
assembly of the saints, @pd to be had in 
reverence of all them that are about 
him” (Psa. 89:7). “Holy and reverend is 
his name” (Psa. 111:9). Every knee 
should bow at the name of Jesus, but as 
soon as the tongue is mentioned, the 
instruction is: “Every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil. 
2:10, 11). 


Verses 11-13.—“And the Lord said to 
Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in 
Israel, at which both the ears of every 
one that heareth it shall tingle. In that 
day I will perform against Eli all 
things which I have spoken concerning 
his house: when I begin, I will also make 
an end. For I have told him that I will 
judge his house for ever for the iniquity 
which he knoweth.” This passage re- 
veals that even a child shall not be be- 
fore the Lord very long without a mes- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. June 29.—Review of the Gospel of 


Mark. 
Or, The Law of Love (Temperance 
ED » b.cenasxs 8 ¢60eca baw en 1 Cor. 8:4-13 


Next Week's Lesson 
2. July 13.—Eli and His Sons. 
1 Samuel 4:1-8 








sage from Him. What condescension on 
the part of Jehovah to make a child 
His messenger, after having remained 
silent toward the nation for a long time! 
How must Eli and his sons have felt 
upon discovering that the Lord revealed 
His message to a “babe,” so to speak, 
instead of to the “wise and prudent,” 
as they no doubt esteemed themselves 
to be (cf. Matt. 11:25, 26). What a 
message for a child to receive! It has 
been suggested that this awful story of 
sin and its judgment was given to him 
to emphasize for us the fact that the 
judgment of sin is as necessary for the 
young as the old, and that God’s mes- 
senger in a world like this must hear 
all God’s Word. 


“Because his sons made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not” (v. 
13). This was the secret of the judg- 
ment. Of the various kinds of corrup- 
tion in the world, religious corruption 
is the worst. Despite the fact that Eli 
knew of the villainy of his sons, he 
failed to check them. He did speak to 
them (1 Sam. 2:23, 24); but their actions 
were so blasphemous (vs. 12-17) that 
stern measures against them were neces- 
sary, as well as words. Eli was the 
judge as well as the high priest. He 
knew the Law and should have enforced 
it. 

Verse 14.—“The iniquity of Eli’s house 
shall not be purged with sacrifice nor 
offering for ever.” They had been 
warned before (2:27-36); there was time 
for repentance and conversion — but the 
sons hardened themselves in iniquity, 
until now sacrifice and offering could 
not purge. “He that despised Moses’ law 
died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses” (Heb. 10:28). 


We rejoice that there is power in the 
precious blood of Christ to cleanse from 
all sin. “And by him all that believe 
are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses” (Acts 13:38, 39). 

Samuel was faithful to his charge, and 
at Eli’s command “told him every whit, 
and hid nothing from him” (cf. Acts 
20: 17-35). 


Outline of the Lesson 

Samuel’s Parents (1 Sam. 1:1-20) 

Samuel’s Growth (1 Sam. 2:18-21, 26; 
3: 19) 

Samuel’s Ministry (1 Sam. 3:1) 

Samuel’s Call (v, 10) ‘ 

Samuel’s Message (vs. 11-14) 

Samuel’s Faithfulness (vs. 16-18) 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marien Bishop Bower 
HERE are the Books of Samuel placed 
in the Hebrew Bible? 
2. Who wrote the Books of Samuel? 


3. Where is there other evidence of Sam- 
uel’s writing? 


4. Samuel’s judgeship followed that of 
Samson. How can the two be compared? 


5. What does “the word of the Lord was 
precious” mean? 


6. What was the rule about the burning 
of the tabernacle lamp? 


7. What time was it, probably, when Sam- 
uel’s first call came to him? 


8. What did Samuel omit in following Eli's 
directions? 


9. What was true of Samuel after this 
that had never been true of him before? 


10. What warning of the doom that was to 
come upon him had Eli already had? 


11. What should be the heart-cry of every 
Christian at prayer? ‘ 


(Answers on page 625) 
as ° 
For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


“Gop, BLESS THE DARKNESS” 


6¢f/\OD,. bless the darkness,” was the 


conclusion of nephew Dickie’s 
prayer after the long night trip with 
his family to our ranch. Much darkness 
had bewildered him, but through child- 
ish faith he believed that God was Mas- 
ter of the situation. 

Darkness is an absence of light, an 
absence of God. This was true when 
Christ came into the world. “The light 
shineth in darkness,” but the sad fact 
was this: “the' darkness comprehended 
it not.” Throughout His life Christ 
called men and women to “bear witness 
of the Light” that could transform hu- 
man darkness into radiant day. Mate- 
rial objects cast shadows. Spiritual 
realities stand clear-cut against the eter- 
nal truth of God and God’s call is to the 
task of making His truth known (John 
1:14; Col. 3:2). 

It was to this mission that God called 


Samuel when Israel had lost its spiritual _ 


vision. Notice four steps in Samuel’s 
call: 

—“Eli ... could not see.” The little 
boy realized that his master was growing 
old and unable to carry on the work 
of the Temple much longer. Samuel 
knew. that the wicked sons were not 
qualified to take their father’s place. 
Not yet did he know the living God 
who had the answer to the problem. 

—*‘Say, Speak, Lord.” What would 
happen when the final crisis would 
come? Who would arise to meet the 
emergency? Samuel’s heart was opened 
to the thoughts of his Creator, though 
he was not yet aware that God was 
calling him away from local occupations 
to the overwhelming task of helping 
others. Eli, on the other hand, had 
known God’s voice, and while he failed 
in the rearing of his own sons, yet he 


— 
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was faithful to Samuel, who must now 
learn for himself what God had to say. 


3.—“Thy servant heareth.” Heretofore, 
Samuel had been busy with service in 
the Temple, and in his ministry to Eli. 
Inner thoughts which he had never 
known must have stirred within him as 
he lay in his bed considering what God 
might want of him. 


4—“Samuel feared to shew Eli the 
vision.” Samuel was not going to have 
an easy beginning. It was no easy task 
to tell Eli what God had revealed to 
him. Only through faith in the over- 
coming power of an ever-present Lord 
could he fulfill the call. 

God's call to you demands obedience. 
Have you heard Him calling personally 
to you? Have you yielded yourself as 
a servant of the Lord? (Rom. 12:1.) 
When He reveals His will to you, are 
you. afraid to venture into the dark, or 
are you willing to trust Him for victory? 
When you go in the “power of the Lord” 
you will not be in the dark, but in the 
center of His light and His strength 
(Phil. 4:13). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


HAT have we been studying the 

last six months? Today we are go- 
ing back more than a thousand years 
to the Book of Samuel. What does the 
name “Samuel” rhean? (1 Sam. 1:20.) 


SAMUEL’s BIRTH 


Who was Samuel’s mother? He really 
was “asked of God.” Hannah was a 
good woman who loved God. She had 
a kind and loving husband, but she had 
no little baby. How she longed for a 
baby of her own! 

Hannah and her husband went to Shi- 
loh to worship in the Tabernacle of the 
Lord. While Hannah was there she 
prayed very earnestly that God would 
give her a baby boy. Hannah promised 
the Lord that if He gave her a son, she 
would give him back to the Lord to 
serve Him as long as he lived. The old 
priest in the Tabernacle was named Eli. 
He saw Hannah praying there. Eli did 
not know what Hannah was praying for, 
but he spoke kindly to her. Read what 
he said in 1 Samuel 1:17. 

The Lord did send Hannah a son, and 
she remembered her promise. What was 
it? When Samuel was old enough she 
took him and went up to the Tabernacle 
again. Read what she said to Eli, in 
1 Samuel 1: 26-28. 

So Samuel stayed in Shiloh to help old 
Eli. Eli was very glad to have Samuel’s 
help because his own sons were very 
wicked. How often did Samuel’s parents 
get to see him? What did his mother 
bring him every year? You can find 
out in 1 Samuel 2:18, 19. 
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The Lord gave Hannah three more sons 
and two daughters. How happy she was! 
But she did not forget Samuel. No, in- 
deed. She kept right on visiting him 
and sewing for him. 


Read 1 Samuel 2:26. What kind of boy 
was Samuel? 


SAMUEL’s CALL 


Eli got older and older. 1 Samuel 3:2 
tells what happened to his eyes. Eli’s 
own sons were,no good. How useful 
Samuel was to him! Samuel was always 
obedient and ready to help. 


One night after Eli and Samuel had 
both gone to bed, the Lord called Sam- 
uel. Samuel thought Eli had called him, 
so he answered, “Here am I.” Then 
Samuel jumped out of his nice warm 
bed and ran in to old Eli. Eli thought 
Samuel had just been dreaming, so he 
said, “I called not, lie down again.” So 
Samuel went back to bed. 


The Lord called again. Samuel jumped 
up once more and went in to Eli. He 
said, “Here am I; for thou didst call 
me.” Eli answered, “I called not, my 
son; lie down again.” 


The Lord called Samuel the third time. 
Again Samuel jumped up and went to 
old Eli. This time Eli understood that 
the Lord was calling Samuel. So Eli 
said, “Go, lie down: and it shall be, if 
he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, 
Lord; for thy servant heareth.” So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 


And the Lord came and stood, and 
called as at other times, “Samuel; Sam- 
uel.” Then Samuel answered, “Speak; 
for thy servant heareth.” 

» Then the Lord gave Samuel a message. 
He told Samiuel that He was going to 
punish Eli’s wicked sons. Samuel did 
not sleep again that night. He was afraid 
Eli would want to know what the Lord 
had told him. He hated to tell Eli such 
a sad message. 

Sure enough, in the morning Eli called 
Samuel and asked him what God had 
“told him. Then Samuel told Eli every- 
thing. He hid nothing from him. Find 
Eli’s answer in the end of 1 Samuel 3:18. 

Now read 1 Samuel 3:19. Isn’t that 
happy? Samuel started serving the Lord 
when he was young and he served the 
Lord all his life. 


CONCLUSION <«¢ 
Today the Lord does not’ éall us in a 
voice we can hear. But in His Word 
He calls, “Come unto me.” Have you 
come? 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 
Samuel Hears God’s Voice (1 Sam. 3:1-J4) 


ODAY’S story is about Samuel, a 

name which means “Asked of God.” 
You see, Samueil’s mother, Hannah, had 
no children at all. So she prayed ear- 
nestly and asked God to give her a little 
boy. “If I may have a little boy,” she 
said, “I will give him back to God to 
do His work.” 

God heard her prayer and gave. her 
Samuel. When Samuel was about seven 
years old, Hannah took him to live in 
the big, beautiful tent that was God’s 
House in those days. 

The preacher or priest in this tent- 
church was named Eli. What was his 
name, Jean? 

Eli was glad to have little Samuel 
come to help him. He stretched a cur- 
tain across one corner of his home. Be- 
hind the curtain he put a little bed and 
a chair. “This will be your room,” he 
told Samuel. 

Then every day the little boy helped. 
Eli clean the candlesticks in God’s 
House. He swept the floor, too, and 
kept the dust away. And every night 
he prayed to God, then lay down in his 
little room. 

One night Samuel lay in his bed feel- 
ing very sleepy. Maybe he went to 
sleep and snored a little —like this, 

Suddenly a voice spoke out of the 
darkness — “Samuel! Samuel!” 

The child opened his eyes wide. Some- 
body had called him—it must have 
been Eli. : 

Jumping out of bed, he ran into Eli’s 
room and said to him, “I’m here. Did 
you call me?” 

“Why, no, I didn’t call you,” answered 
Eli, looking surprised. 

So Samuel scampered off to bed again. 

(Repeat the incident twice.) 

The third time old Eli knew it must 
be God who was calling Samuel. So 
he said to him,,“Lie down once more, 
and when the v®ice comes, say, ‘Speak, 
and I will hear what You say.’” 

Samuel did as Eli had said. And when 
again the voice called, “Samuel! Sam- 
uel!” he answered, “Speak, and I will 


‘hear what You say.” ad 


That is our Memory Text, only the 
Bible says it like this — “Speak; for thy 
servant heareth” (I Sam. 3:10). 

Then God told Samuel how His peo- 
ple had gone away from Him. Many 
of them no longer prayed to God, but 
prayed to idols instead. Dick, see if you 
can find an idol picture in the Treasure 
Chest. You may tack it on our board. 

And God said His people would need 
to be punished for these sins. The pun- 
ishment. would be a dreadful war. 

It all came about just as God told 
Samuel. 

Wasn’t it wonderful that God would 
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tell things like that to a little boy no 
bigger than you, Joe? .Why did He 
talk to Samuel and not to Eli? Was it 
because Samuel had been praying and 
listening? 

Joan, do you think God speaks to chil- 
dren now? Yes, He does. Sometimes 
they ~hear His. voice in their hearts. 
Semetimes He speaks through a Bible 
verse they have learned. 

What is the first thing God always 
says tous? He says, “Helen” or “Ronny” 
or whatever name we have, “Give Me 
your heart.” After that He tells us how 
to work for Him. . 

But many people have ears stopped up 
with sin so they cannot hear God speak. 
Stop your ears with your fingers and 
see if you can hear me speak to you. 

Betty, please pass the dark; heavy 
sheets in the Treasure Chest. And Clyde 
will pass the paper cutouts of ears. We 
are going to make posters to show who 
can hear God’s call. 

(On each poster paste two ears, one 
of which should have a bit of dirty cot- 
ton glued to it.) 

When your posters are done, I will 
print the Memory Verse below. Who 
can say that verse now? 


FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 
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Illustrating the Lesson 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
Spd and explaining the conditions upon which 
ustrations are accepted Ca | ad from 
the Times for 10 cents. is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and for the best —_ 
aeonens must reach the Times 
this in advance of the lesson, and should 
be clip from —— “Tilustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of od 
ge paper shortage, readers are asked - to 
the total su tted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


' Listening to the Voice from Above.— 


‘Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy 


servant heareth (1 Sam. 3:10, Golden 
Text). At the corner of two busy thor- 
oughfares, where the traffic was noisiest, 
the writer watched a man who was 
working quietly at the foot of a tele- 
phone pole. He seemed to know by in- 
stinct what was wanted by his mate, 
who was at work away up at the top of the 
pole; first one tool, then another, or a 
bit of wire would be sent up, and the 
two. were working together in such har- 
mony that,I looked more carefully, and 
saw. that the man on the sidewalk had 
clamped on his head what looked like 
a small telephone apparatus; one ear 
could hear the sounds around him, but 
the other was deaf to them, and was 
listening all the time to the voice-from 
above. Being im constant communica- 
tion they could work together in won- 
derful unity; and then I realized anew 
the need for us as Christians to be 
ever listening for the voice from above. 
—From Homera Hodgson. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


A Child’s Understanding Gift—And 


nn Re 
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the child Samuel ministered unto the 
Lord (1 Sam. 3:1). A large church 
needed a new building. They were all 
agreed about that, but whenever they 
began to plan to build, the members got 
into all sorts of disagreements about 
how and what to build. The minister 


was at his wit’s end, and appointed a- 


day of prayer, to which very few mem- 
bers came. But one devout woman went 
and took her little five-year-old girl, as 
she had no one with whom to leave her. 
As they prayed, the child began to un- 
derstand that it was about building a 
new church. When they went home, she 
asked many questions about it, and then 
she was very quiet. The next morn- 
ing her mother missed her, and in a 
frenzy went to find her. It was not hard 
to follow her little foot tracks to the 
minister’s house, and there in the front 
yard was tiny little Mary with her 
wheelbarrow, a toy one, and in it were 
two bricks. She was talking to the min- 
ister, and the tears were running down 
his cheeks. She had brought the two 
bricks to start the new church. He told 
the story in the morning service on the 
following Sunday. God touched hearts, 
and multiplied Mary’s two bricks into 
a beautiful new church building.—From 
Ethel S. Low, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


Henry Ford’s Bible Reading.—The 
word of the Lord was precious (1 Sam. 3: 
1). Whatever your thoughts of Henry Ford 
may We, you will be interested in know- 
ing that, at 80 years of age, the vener- 
able industrialist said: “Basic in my re- 
ligion, such as I have, is a reverence for 
the old hymns. It goes back to my boy- 
hood when I used to hear these hymns 
in my home and in Sunday school. My 
mother was deeply religious, and we al- 
ways had hymn singing and Bible read- 
ing in our home. In grammar school 
we always started the day with what we 
called ‘devotions,’ consisting of reading 
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“COMFORT MY HEART” 
in “Songs of Love and Trust,”’ and “Father, Bless Thy 
Child” in “Loving Songs.” 197 new lifting melodies, 
$1.25. Rev. Fred M. Wachite, Mulino, Oregon. 





An in autobiograny 


“From Ship to Pulpit,” ? aa 


Anderson, interesting, fascinating, a by prayers 
answered. $1 postpaid. A 8: 


REV. E. M. ANDERSON, Rockland Co., New 
City, N. ¥. (R.F.D. No. 1, Box 14.) 
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Saves hours of 
By all means, use this modern method of 


thirteen sets of cut-outs; full instructions. 
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© D a Bible passage and singing a hymn, 
GO0'S PROPHET irre with a brief prayer at the end. This kind 
of religious emphasis in school is a great 

THE BIBLE ART CHART thing, and 1 wish it still prevailed in 


By Dr. George D. Beckwith 
FREE Photo of Chart 


Send for photo 
Beckwith, Gloversville, N- 


every schoolroom in America. For that 
way of beginning the day instills sub- 
consciously in every scholar a feeling of 
reverence and a set of ideals that cannot 
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be lost in later life. People don’t read 
the Bible enough nowadays. If you 
look around this house (the Ford home 
at Dearborn) you will notice a Bible 
in every room. I like to be able to lay 
my hands on a Bible wherever I sit 
down to relax. During the first World 
War, Woodrow Wilson and I took a 
pledge together to read a chapter of the 
Bible every day. I have kept my pledge 
and I understand that he did until his 
death.”"—From the American Christian 
Signal. Sent by Howard M., Green, La- 
conia, N. H. 


How Will Your Children Remember 
You?—His sons made themselves vile 
(1 Sam. 3:13). I vividly recall attending 
a Rotary meeting in Illinois a few years 
ago with my friend Gypsy Smith. I 
was sitting next to him at the speaker’s 
table when suddenly just before he arose 
to speak, he asked me to mark carefully 
his closing words. When the moment 
arrived he lifted high his well-worn 
Bible. “How many of you men can re- 
call a saintly mother and a godly father 
who loved this Book, read it, lived it, 
and seeped it into you?” Practically 
the entire group, with moist eyes, raised 
their hands. Then, quietly Gypsy swung 
home deftly this shaft, “With all your 
influence today, how many of you are 
so living that your children will remem. 
ber you for your faithfulness to this 
same Book?” It was a tense moment, 
I felt the impact more than Gypsy did, 
for I knew a few there whose children 
are today’s problem.—Condensed from 
the Gideon. Sent by Hazel Thomson, 
Chicago. 


Learning Without a Yoke—He re- 
strained them not (1 Sam. 3:13). Bishop 
Marston tells a personal ‘experience: “A 
few years ago a panel of guest speakers 
at an educational conference, sponsored 
by a great university, discussed the so- 
cial responsibility of the public school. 
The most vociferous members of the 
group contended for education in terms 
of strictly contemporary social values 
centering about the child’s immediate 
experience. These wanted no yoke of 
the past to constrain our children’s 
learning; no restraints of ideals, time- 
tested in racial experience. “It fell to 
my lot,” says the Bishop, “as a member 
of the panel, to defend the educational 
and social worth of enduring values, and 
the necessity of adjusting our: children 
to the ages as well as to the age.” This 
defense was especially needed against 
the radical claim of one speaker that the 
teacher has no right to instruct even 
young children in what to believe re- 
garding moral and social issues of the 
day. This educator insisted that the 
teacher’s proper function is only to pre- 
sent facts without bias, that from these 
facts our ten-year-olds may formulate 
their own conclusions through group 
discussions. “Such,” says the Bishop, “is 
learning without a yoke!” Imagine us- 
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ing this method in growing a garden; 
letting the garden itself choose whether 
it shall .produce weeds or vegetables, 
simply tertilizing and watering both 
equally !—From Dr. William Ward Ayer. 
Sent by Hazel Thomson, Chicago. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 621) 


1. They are classed with the writings of 
the prophets, for they are in the section of 
“The Former Prophets.” 


2. It is ancient tradition that Samuel wrote 
the first twenty-four chapters of 1 Samuel, 
and that Nathan the prophet and Gad the 
seer wrote the rest of the Books (cf. 1 
Chron, 29:29). 

3. In 1 Samuel 10:25. 

4. Edersheim says: “Samuel was God- 
granted, Samson God-sent; Samuel was 
God-dedicated, Samson was God-demanded. 
The work of Samson ended in self-indul- 
genee, failure, and death; thatyof Samuel 
opened up into the royalty of David.” 


5. The Word of the Lord was scarce, rare, 
or unusual; there was no public vision. 


6. Pure olive oil was always to be used in 
the lamp, which was to burn from evening 
until morning (Exod. 27:20, 21). 


7. It was doubtless near dawn, for it was 
“ere the lamp of God went out” (v. 3). 


8. He omitted the name “Jehovah,” doubt- 
less because he was filled with revérential 
feat. It is not a light thing to stand be- 
fore the dLord of Heaven and earth, 


9. Verse 7 tells us that “the word of the 
Lord [was not] yet revealed unto him.” 
From this time on the Word of the Lord 
was always with Samuel. 


10. A man of God had already given him 
God’s message that “them that honour me 
I will honour, and they that despise me 
shall be lightly esteemed.” (See 1 Sam. 2: 
27-36.) 


11. “Speak, Lord; for thy servant hear- 
eth.” Only ears that are open and hearts 
that are receptive will hear Him when He 
speaks. 


WEsT CoLLINGswoop, N. J. 


The Holy-Word Shop 
(Continued from page 619) 


for themselves it was not honoring their 
Heavenly Father and might cause the 
people to mock at their faith. So the 
pictures and texts remained where they 
were, 

It, was not long before Mr. Chang 
was visited and bidden to remove them, 
by the governor’s command. When he 
refused he was arrested and flung into 
prison, to the sorrow of his family and 
friends, for one and all had respected 
him and knew what an honest man he 
was. ? 

They petitioned the governor, begging 
him to release so worthy and excellent 
a citizen and tradesman, but it was in 
vain. 

Young Wong, with the help of his 
mother, did his best to keep the cook 
shop going. He, however, found this 
very difficult as the other boys would 
not obey him now that his father was 
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absent. Wong's constant prayer was: 
“O Lord, open the prison doors as You 
did for Your disciple Peter. Nothing 
is impossible to You. Please set my 
father free.” 

Weeks, however, passed; then one day 
his father suddenly returned, looking 
very thin and worn, but full of thanks- 
giving. The governor had suddenly been 
obliged to go elsewhere, on short notice, 
and Mr. Chang had been able to escape, 
as his guard liked him, and some of them 
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Right, leaders of the new church in Chile. 


Left, he is waiting for the light. Will you toss the torch to him in darkest Africa? 


*“Gaborers Cogether With Goan’ 's's* 


WHILE The Independent Board 


for Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
stands heartily committed to the 
Reformed faith; yet members of five 
different denominations hold mem- 
bership upon it; and individual 
members of many denominations 
bear it up in prayer and contribute 
to its support. 


The work thus becomes a unify- 
ing force centering around Christ, 
the world’s only redeemer—a rally- 
ing point -for all Bible-believing 
Christians. We are “laborers together 
—with God.” 


The Board believes itself in line 
with the great redemptive purposes 
of God when it holds aloft, in these 
end-times of apostasy and spiritual 
declension, a faithful testimony to 


His existence, His sovereignty, the 
suficiency of the atonement of 
Christ, the integrity of the Scrip- 
tures, the necessity of a Christian 
life of purity and separation under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and 
to the swift-coming return of Our 


Blessed Lord. 


Thus exalting those firm convic- 
tions of spiritual truth and fact, of 
righteousness and Godly living, which, 
when they have been upheld, have 
ever made the Christian Church 
truly great at home and in foreign 
lands; we continue to build that 
united Christ-centered testimony 
which is the outstanding need of our 
day. Founded upon the impregnable 
rock of Holy Scripture, truly “the 
oe of Hell shall not prevail against 
it 7 


God is answering our prayers with.a rapidly enlarging 
ministry. Will you fellowship with us in petition, in life 
service, or as the Lord may lead you? For full informa 


tion, address The General Secretary, Dept. 7 647 
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news of workin U.S. and China to: 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 
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said they secretly believed in the “Jesus 
way of life.” 

How glad Wong was to have his father 
back before the business had dwindled 
away to nothing! “I found things very 
difficult,” he said, “but anyway the pic- 
tures and holy words were kept up 
though our cook shop money has gone 
down so much in your absence.” 

“That does not matter, my son,” said 
his father. “The only important thing 
is that we have been faithful, and others 
now know that we are ready not only to 
believe but to suffer, if needs be, for 
our Heavenly Lord.” 

WorTHING, SUSSEX, EN. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 6 
1, Protestant Roots of Democracy 
(Mic. 4:3-7) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


ROTESTANTISM was born in the 

sixteenth century when certain in- 
dividuals in the Roman Church “pro- 
tested” against the church’s departure 
from the true apostolic faith. It was 
characterized by a willingness to suffer 
excommunication, persecution, and even 
death rather than to keep silent about 
the apostasy .of the Roman Church. 
Among the evils to which these early 
Protestants objected were the practice 
of the Roman Church to dispense, for 
money, “indulgences,” or privileges, to 
sin; to pronounce salvation and forgive- 
ness of sins on the grounds of works 
or penances; the claim that only through 
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the church and its priests.could men 
come to God and obtain forgiveness of 
sin; and the claim that only the church 
could interpret and explain the Bible. 


vg 


History records the bitter and relent- 
less war that the Roman Catholic Church 
waged to stamp out. this Protestant 
“heresy.” But, it also records the fear- 
less and noble stand of thousands of 
men and women who refused to bow to 
the tyranny of Rome, and-who clung to 
their Bibles with the conviction that 
every human being has the right to 
come directly to God without the inter- 
ference of any human mediator: 

Later some of the Protestant’ groups 
themselves fell into the same sin that they 
had opposed so strongly in Rome, when, 
in England, the Pilgrims and Quakers 
refused to countenance some of the cor- 
rupt practices of the Church of England, 
which had come to be the state church, 
they, too} were persecuted, and impris- 
oned. 

ye 


Some of these persecuted groups were 
largely responsible for the settling of 
North America. It was the staunch and 
sturdy stock of the Pilgrim Fathers, the 
Dutch Protestants, the Huguenots, and 
the Quakers that played such a large part 
in the settling of the new world and 
later in the establishment® of the 
colonies, which colonies still later “pro- 
tested” against the unfair civil practices 
of England, and separated from her. to 
form the United States of America. 

It should not be difficult, therefore, 
for us to trace the roots of our republic 
that strike deep in the Protestant faith. 
From the very beginning our land has 
been characterized by the separation of 
church and state, by the privilege that 
its Constitution gives to every man and 
woman to worship God accerding to the 
dictates of his or her own conscience, 
and tne right to pursue his or her own 
course toward liberty and happiness. Be- 
cause our forefathers knew by bitter 
experience the evils of a forbidden Bible, 
they saw ,to it that God’s Word should 
have free course in thé new republic, 
and that an educational system should 
be established, available to all, and free 
from the domination of any, religious 
group. 


It is natural that those of us who are 
American citizens* should. be proud: of 
our land, and that we should be thank- 
ful to God for those whose devotion to 
His Word, farsightedness, and fearless- 
ness brought it into being. And it is 
not strange that we should be glad that 
we were not born.in some of the other 
lands that for years have suffered under 
the domination and suppression and ex- 
ploitation of the Roman Church. 

But we should not be blind to the fact 
that, in many respects, the United States 
of America has not demonstrated to the 
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world all that a republic should be when 
founded on the principles laid down in 
our Constitution. There has been cor- 

ption and abuse of power on the part 

those in Government, and there has 
been carelessness and indifference and 
sélfishness on the part of the people. In 
many ways many of our people have 
forgotten God, and have not walked in 
His ways. 

It is important also that we recognize 
that, at its best, our ferm of Govern- 
ment is not the ideal which God’s Word 


plainly tells us will some day be set up ' 


this earth. Because of man’s fallen 
nature no individual can be safely 
trusted with unlimited authority and 
power, and for that reason a republic 
or a democracy is today the safest form 
of human government. But the day is 
coming when there will be One upon this 
earth who is perfect and righteous and 
just, and who will be, in every respect, 
able and worthy to reign as supreme 
ruler: 

The verses chosen for our Scripture 
lesson tell us of that day when the Lord 
Jesus Christ will return to rule all the 
nations of this world, and ef the condi- 
tions that will prevail under His right- 
eousness and impartial reign. It will be 
an absolute monarchy. Then and only 
then will it be safe for nations to beat 
‘their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks (v. 3). Then 
and only then will nations learn war no 
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more, and every man will live in safety 
under his own vine and fig tree (v. 4). 
Notice, too, that in that day all people 
will acknowledge the Lord, and will 
walk in His ways (v. 5). 


Men are seeking today to bring about 
world peace and security by means of 
the United Nations. Their efforts, in the 
main, are sincere, and commendable, and 
may have some good results. But be- 
lievers should not miss the great truth 
that is so plainly stated in God’s Word 
— men cannot walk in righteousness and 
unselfishness apart.from God, and a rec- 
ognition of His Scn, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Only His personal reign in the 
human heart can cause men to live in 
peace and amity one with another, and 
only His personal reign upon this earth 
will usher in a universal and lasting and 
righteous peace. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 30 to July 6 
Mon.—Job 1:1-5. Job the Man. 

PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Job... perfect 
and upright, and one that feared God, 
and eschewed evil.” God commends Job; 
others blamed him; and the Devil per- 
secuted him. Their attitudes did not 
make any difference with his standing 
before God. The cross section of Job’s 
life given in his Book reveals his be- 
havior before God and men. In his heart, 
home, and public life he had a con- 
science void of offense. Mark the up- 
right man, for the end of that man is 





* (19) 627 


NIAGARA BIBLE CONFERENCE 
Olcott, N.Y. - - On Lake Ontario 


1947 Program 


June 27 to July 4—Bible Club Camp 
July 5 to 12—Girls’ Pp 
July 12 to 26 - Young People’s Conference 
July 26 to August 2—Pioneer Gir 
August 3 to 17—General & Missionary Conference 
Speakers are Dr. Wm. Pettingill, Rev. Ralph Stoll, 
Rev. S. F. Logsden, Rev. Verngn Grounds, Rev. 
Coulson Shepherd, and others. 
August 18 to 25—Boys’ Camp 
For information write 
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peace (Psa. 37:37). Pray for the more 
than 400,000,000 people in India. 


Tues.—Job 1:13-19, The Calamity of Job. 

Prayer Succestions: “The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed 
be the name of the Lord” (v. 21). In 
the evil day that came to Job he stood 
solidly against the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil. He had on the whole armor 
of God. When Satan comes upon you 
with cruel, crushing force, stand with 
your loins girt about with truth, and 
protected by the whole panoply of God. 
“Stand therefore.” Pray for the ‘600,000 
villages of India where there is not even 
one Christian. R 


Wed.—Joh 2:7-13. Joh’s Comforters. 

Prayer Svuacestions: “Eliphaz the 
Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and 
Zophar the Naamathite . . . made an ap- 
pointment together to come to mourn 
with him and to comfort him.” They 
had a strange way of mourning, and a 
stranger one of comforting their friend. 
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JOHN BROWN 
SCHOOLS 


Highest Type Schools 
for | 
Every Age Student 


Enrollments are now being 
made for the Fall Semester. 








All school offices open for visi- 
tors’ consultation. 


All schools are dedicated to 
Christ and to training for 
Christian living. 











United States Army, Retired, as counsellor with 
parents in their educational problems, and espe- 
cially with fellow officers of Army, Navy, Air 
Corps, Marines. Address: Brown Schools, 408 
Spring Arcade Building, Los Angeles 13, Cali- 
fornia. Phone Michigan 2211. 


Pie Great Schools 
JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY (in the beauti- 
ful Ozarks), Siloam Springs, Arkansas. 20 
departments of Vocational Training; Two Radio 
Stations; Airport. Accepted for veterans under 
G. I. Bill of Rights. 


BROWN MILITARY ACADEMY, San Diego, 
California. Only Honor School on the Pacific 
Coast. High School and Junior College. 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MILITARY 
ACADEMY, oy Beach, California. Out- 
standing Junior School; Kindergarten to Eighth 
Grade. 

BROWN SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, Glendora, 
California. Fourth Grade through High School. 
New Swimming Pool, and Corral for Horses. 


BROWN MILITARY ACADEMY OF THE 


OZARKS, Sulphur Springs, Arkansas. First ‘ 


through Twelfth Grade; Co-educational. 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 
America’s First University of Vocational Specialization 








(Lesson for July 6) June 21, 1947 





Although they were friends in prosper- 
ity they turned out to be unfriendly in 
adversity. Later, however, ‘they saw 
their error and God commanded them to 
enlist the’ prayers of their afflicted 
friend. Be patient in your tribulation 
and you, too, will find that the Lord is 
gracious. Pray for India’s 600,000 or 
more towns, only 1,100 of which have a 
resident missionary. 

Thurs.—Job 32:1-10. Youth Speaks. 

Prayer Succestions: “I am young, and 
ye are very old; wherefore I was afraid, 
and durst not shew you mine opinion.” 
Young heads are sometimes very wise. 
They show this in their respect for the 
aged, and in keeping silent when they 


‘should, and as they patiently bear the 


yoke of youth. The .world’s greatest 
evangelisis and preachers’ were compara- 
tively young. Whitefield, Wesley, Brain- 
erd, Jonathan Edwards, Spurgeon, and 
many others are cases in point. Young 
men are strong and courageous. God, 
give us a host of them for this hour of 
need! Pray for Christian youth leaders 
within the Youth for Christ movement. 
Fri.—Job 27:1-7. Job’s Integrity. 

Prayer Succestions: “My heart shall 
not reproach me so long as I live.” In 
all his manward relationships Job was 
blameless and harmless. And as he 
dwelt upon his life among men, he had 
the answer of a good conscience. Just 
in all his dealings, he could look up to 
God and maintain his righteousness. A 
quiet conscience is a great aid in times 
of trouble, as it is a great obstacle to 
Satan. A just man is a difficult prob- 
lem for him. Pray for fellow Christians 
who are in affliction. 

Sat.—Job 29:7-16. Job’s Unselfishness. 

PraYerR SucGcestions: “I was a father 
to the poor: and the cause which I knew 
not I searched out.” Widows, the blind 
and lame, the poor, the fatherless, and | 
the qppressed found Job a liberal friend. 
Widows’ hearts were made to sing.. The | 
afflicted blessed their benefactor. He 
was a real friend to man. They held 
their tongues when he spoke, and their, 
ears blessed him for his kind words. The 
fire of affliction revealed his virtue. Pray 
that you may be patient in all your 
trials. 


Sun.—Job 31:16-23. Job’s Self-Examination, 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONsS: “If I have.” The 
points of Job’s self-examination ap- 
pear under each “If I have.” How 
he behaved toward his servants, and 
toward the poor and needy and the 
widows and fatlferless was carefully 
reviewed. He examined his interests 
in things temporal and spiritual, his 
attitude toward God and His will. His 
heart condemned him not. Happy is 
the man who can say, with good con- 
science, “I have delighted to do Thy 
will, O my God.” Examine yourself. 
Pray that you may .be thorough in 
your examinations of your life and 
practices, ' 
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